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INTRODUCTORY DISCOURSE, 
Br THOMAS TOWLE, B. D. 


T is a certain and glorious truth, that, the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, having finiſned his work on earth, 
went up to Heaven, and lives there, even in 
the human nature, in a ſituation truly grand and 
exalted.— We,” who have the Chriſtian revela- 
tion in our hands, ſee Jeſus, who was for a little 
„ while “ made lower than the angels, for the 
e ſuffering of death, crowned with glory and ho- 
* nour .“ In our world, nothing is more com- 
mon, than for perſons, when raiſed to ſtations of 
dignity and power, to be unmindful, even of the 
very men for whom, when in lower circumſtances, 
they had, and expreſſed, a great regard; accord- 
ingly, it may be ſuppoſed, that, whatever affec- 
tion the divine Redeemer might entertain and 
diſcover for ſome of our race, while he appeared on 
earth, a mean, deſpiſed, perſecuted man, he has 
and manifeſts no eſteem for any of the apoſtate 
children of men, now he lives and reigns © at 
the right hand of the Majeſty on high .“ But, 
this ſuppoſition no way ſuits . the great God our 
Saviour ;“ for, it is undoubtedly true, that, as 
he loved, and ſhewed his love to his people on 
earth, he has carried the ſame affection for them 
to the world of glory, and given as real diſcoveries 
of it, ſince his aſcenſion and advancement there. 


& wolf. Curz Philol. in loc. + Hcb. ii. . Heb. 


oi 1. | Titus ii. 13. 
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Indeed, his very laſt action in this world, ſhew- 
end that he had a ſincere and great value for his 

ciciples; an inſpited hiſtorian” of his life aſfur- 
ing us, that, while he bleſſed them,” 3. e. in the 
very act of bleſſing them, he was parted from 
them, and carried up into Heaven *: Bur did his 
love to them ceaſe or abate on this endearingaRion ? 
Certainly not: ſince his exaltation, he has given 
various evidences, that, his regard for his people 
Till continues; continues, With equal ſincerity; and 
with equal fervour. No ſooner was he ſeated on 
his heavenly throne, than he ſent down the Spirit: 
a truly noble expreſſion of his love indeed! For, 


to that divinely glorious and gracious Agent 
were not only to be aſcribed all, thoſe extraordi- 
nary. gifts, with which the Chriſtian church was 
at firſt honoured, but, to him are owing likewiſe 
all that light, love, holineſs, and comfort, which 
haye been, are, and ſhall be received in this a- 
poſtate part of God's creation. Nor is this (im- 


Portant as this is) the only evidence, that, the 
_ aſcended Redeemer's love to his people ſtill re- 
mains with unabated ardour. Here a very large 
Held indeed opens before us; the expreſſions of 

| " That amazing affection, of which I am ſpeaking, 
being very numerous: however, I ſhall only at 


5 7 — hold up two inſtances of it to your view. 


he particulars I refer to, are, that, the illuſtrious 
perſonage I now ſpeak. of © is in the midſt of the 
* golden candleſticks,“ and © has the ſtars in his 
< right Hand :“ in other words, takes care of 
his churches, and preſerves a ſucceltion of mi- 
niſters to carry on his cauſe in thoſe churches, 
whatever oppoſition be made to either, by open 
.vwlence, or: ſecret artifice, To theſe important 
»Lake Mir. 31. TRE. L 13, 6. 


W 


and 
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and delightful evidences of the exalted Redeemer's 

love to bis followers, we have a ſtriking atreſta- 
tion in the ſolemnities of this day: for, what is 
the language of ſuch a ſettlement as this, but, that, 
the Lord Jeſus takes care of his churches, that, he 
continues a ſucceſſion of miniſters in them? With 
-an admiration then of the Redeemer's grace, thus 
fignally manifeſted, let us now addreſs ourſelves 
to the ſeveral particulars of this day's weighty 
tranſactions. is 9 
The work of this peculiarly ſacred and im- 
ortant ſeaſon proceeds on a ſuppoſition, that, the 
-burch of Chriſt, which uſually meets for re- 
ligious worſhip in this place, have choſen our 
worthy brother, the Rev. Mr. Joſeph Saunders, 
to be their paſtor, and, that, he has conſented tb 
diſcharge the paſtoral work among them ; accord- 
ingly, it is very proper, that, on this occaſion, 
both the call of the church, and Mr. Saunders's 
acceptance of it, ſhould be publicly avowed and 
recognized. | | . 5 
Permit me, then, my Chriſtian brethren of this 
church, to call on you, by one of your number, 
in the face of this aſſembly, to avow and * 

nize your invitation of the Rev. Mr. Joſep 
Saunders to be your paſtor, and to acquaint us 
with the ſteps you have taken previous to that 
invitation. — Here a brother of the church ſpoke 

as follows: :: . 


5 


a 7 OR OT, . 
„F ve take a review of the general hiſtory 
„of the church of Chriſt throughout every 
period of time, we ſhall find it has been exer- 
« ciſed with various changes; now her ſituation 
© exalted like the eagle's, anon ſitting ſolitary 
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and diſconſolate in the wilderneſs; whereby an 
infigitely wiſe and holy God has brought about 


the ſpetial purpoſes of his providence and 


grace, eſtabliſhing this comfortable truth in 
the face of the whole world, namely, that his 
church is built upon a rock, and that the gates 


4, of hell, neither men nor devils, ſhall ever pre- 
vail againſt; it. We of, this afflicted church 
have particular reaſon this day to ſet up our 


Ebenezers afreſh, and to ſay, hitherto the 


Lord hath helped us: blefſed be his name 


he has remembered us in our low eſtate, for 


his mercy endureth for ever. It having pleaſed 


the righteous Governor of the church to viſit 
us with a very trying diſpenſation a few years 


* ſince,” which threatened our very being as a 


church, in theſe diſtreſſing circumſtances we 
were led often to meet together in humble and 


earneſt prayer, that the Lord would be pleaſed 
in the midſt of judgment to remember mercy, 


and ariſe for our help. In this manner we con- 
tinued waiting for ſome time, ſtill Tooking up 
to him who hath declared, For the cry of the 
poor, and the ſighing of the needy, now will 
ariſe ; and who ſhall ſay, Be thou deſtroyed, 


broken down, and plucked up, when he faith, 


Again I will build thee, and thou ſhalr be built? 


At length, after frequent meetings for prayer 
and converſation, and a conſultation with our 
worthy and kind friends in London, the Rev. 
Mr. Saunders, who was uſt then about finiſh- 
ing his ſtudies, was recommended to us as a 
ſerious, judicious young miniſter, . whole gifts 
and furniture, under a divine bleſſing, pro- 


miſed uſefulneſs and acceptance. Accordingly 


he was prevailed on, better than two years 


-<* ſince, to come down and -preach to us; and 


* from 


, 


Bal | ; 

4 from that ſpecimen we were encouraged to fol- 
« -licit him to come down the following winter, 
for two months longer, in order to make ano- 
« ther trial, and to ſee what might be the fur- 
ther openings of Providence in our favour. 
<« Which time being ended, he left us to return 
to London; though not before we had at our 
church meeting committed the caſe afreſn to 
him that heareth prayer, and had agreed on a 
further application to him to come and preach 
„ to us for fix, nine, or twelve months. Ac- 
* cordingly application was made to him to come 
and preach to us for that time: and thus we 
<« left the affair with the Lord and his own heart, 
c uncertain as to the iſſue; when in about a 
month he wrote us a letter, that after praying 
the matter over, and deliberating much upon it, 
he at laſt found his mind inclined to attend to 
„ our requeſt as the voice of Providence, and 
<* that he would come and preach a- while among 
& us. Accordingly in January, 1767, he came 
© d own and preached with encouraging accept- 
* ance and uſefulneſs till Midſummer following, 
hen it pleaſed the Lord to viſit! him with a 
long and trying affliction, which even threat- 
“ ened his life; but he was in about three months 
< reſtored to his miniſterial work; and in the 
© courſe of the following winter, his preaching 
& and converſation, ſpirit and walk, meeting with 
<« the general eſteem of the church and congre- 
« gation; and there being a gradual increaſe of 
& the auditory, and a ſteady uniform deſire of his 
„ continuance; it was unanimouſly reſolved, in 
e the ſpring of this year, to give him an imme- 
<« diate call to paſtorſhip : which being done, 
et after two months, he acquainted us, that he 
thought it was his duty to accept of our in- 
_— B 3 '".z %® vitation, 


6 6 Þ | 
 «-yiration, that be migbe be fervi % ur 
„ ſouls in the goſpel of Chriſt. Here then we 
4 would — a2. and with X 
and thankfulnefs ſay, Hath not the hand of the 
ye = wrought all this! Upon this agreeable 
—_— Wi circumſtances, ariſing from Mr. 
. Sau determination, he was hed to 
<& procure his diſmiſfion from that church of 
« Chriſt at London under the paſtoral care of the 
* Rev, Mr. Hitchin, to which he ſtood related ; 
© which requeſt being complied with in à very ho- 
nourable teſtimonial, he was received a member 
« with us, and the church have ſince renewed their 
former call and invitation to him to undertake 
5 the paſtoral overſight of us in the Lord: to which 
he has chearfully and affectionatel returned 
nan anſwer of acceptance; and we, as a church, 
_ 6 have, with the ſame chearfulneſs and affection, 
1 proceeded to receive and acknowledge him as 
6 our paſtor ; and we have in concert appointed 
* this day to make a more publick declaration 
© of it before God, angels, and men, and to 
recognize it in the — of chis venerable 
5 aſſembly of miniſters, and of our neighbouring 
< ſiſter churches; that voy may be witneſſes of 
* ue EE 8 Rs and that we may alſo en- 
joy their united before the throne, that, 
« through & rich y of the blefling and Spirit 
of Chriſt, our paſtor 6s Boob be a ſuc- 
« cecded in his l 


may expe - 
<< rience the preſence and grace of G God, 4 and be 
+ bleft with the des of ii, the former 
the latter rain; that ſo we may revive as the 


Was the vine, ng caſt forth dur 
55 Mots as Le And to this end we would 
* be uniting with heart and voice in that ſuit- 


66 ajve and earneſt * of * pfalmiſt, Make 
1 * V9 


„ corn, and 


AF Js 0 


eus ad, O Lord, ac 
6 4 ou haſt 7 s the 


„ .we have ſeen = let thy work ap 
„ chy ſeryants, and thy as unto their childreny 
and let the beauty 1 
upon us; eftabliſh | oe he wet ee 
upon us, yea, the work of our hands eſtabliſh | 
than it. Amen and Amen.” 


Now, Rey. Sir, allow me to + you, in 
the heari = this affembly, likewiſe to avow, 
440 re our acceptance of the call of this 
church rey to diſcharge the work of a paſtor 
among 5 55 and, to lay We us, the ſteps you 
took, previous to that acceptance. 


-« Ag a brother of the church, 1 juſt now 
« been very articular in 1 the lead - 
* jngs of providence reſpecting my firſt coming 
4 4 * them, as alſo 777 oftance what hat 
47 alen Jn! fince ; how my mind has * 
66 overruled and. inclined to continue with them, 
And at length to accept of their unanimous in- 
« vitation t take the ver-fght of them in the 
Lord: All that ſeems requifite for me to add 

further here, is to teftify thus publicly m 


ce read we cbea ian the af 
10 00 af of er lis Forth or Chriſt, 


4 5 doing, I 1 2 1 the direction © of divine 
a - provigence 4b, * 
I do then now moſt folemnly, after iu 
4 ſerious deliberation and earneſt prayer on this 
++ account as in the preſence of God, the holy 
44 angels yp = * aſſembly, give up A 
« to this church, to he 

«. of our Lord Jeſus chi * e 

| B + Among 
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Among the many expreſſive repreſentations of 
a goſpel-cburch in the divine word, this is one, 
that it is the pillar and ground of the truth *;” , 
in other words, that, like a. pillar to which a pro- 
clamation is àffixed, or a baſis whereon a ſtructure 
ſtands firm and ſtable, ſuch a ſociety diſplays and 
upholds the Chriſtian doctrine, that great 


« myſtery of godlineſs t,“ in the world. Now, 


a church of Chriſt may be ſaid to do this, as in 


other ways, ſo eſpecially by the conſtant diſpenſation 
of that doctrine in it; its diſpenſation in the miniſtry: 


of the divine word, and celebration of holy ordi- 


nances. Hence it appears, that, it ſhould be the 


concern of ſuch ſocieties, - that, thoſe whom the g 


call to © take the overſight of them 4 be © ſound 
in the faith ||,” that, they believe the ſeveral arti- 


cles of divine revelation, have a perſuaſion of their 


truth, and a ſenſe of their importance. Nor 


ſhould the ſocieties I refer to ſtop here, but, ſhould | 
make it evident to all around them, that, they are 


thus concerned, for the ſupport and exhibition of 


religious truth among them.—And are theſe things 


incumbent on a goſpel-church ? ſurely, it is quite 


on to make an open declaration of what he be- 
lieves.—And, I cannot avoid taking this oppor- 
tunity of obſerving, that, inſtead of declining or 
being unwilling to comply with ſuch call, every 
miniſter of Chriſt ſhould with pleaſure attend to 
it, by delivering his thoughts on ſacred ſubjects, 
not, in a few general or ambiguous expreſſions, 
but, as largely and clearly as he is able; ſo giving 
ground to conclude, that, in the courſe of his 


* 1 Tim, ill. 15; + Ver: 16. f 1 Pet. v. 2. | Thus 


r | " + 


4 future | 
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proper, that, on ſuch ſolemnities as theſe, a mi- 
niſter ſeparating to paſtoral work, ſhould be called 


. 


19 1 


future miniſtry, he will. ** not walk in craftines, - 


. : 


“ nor handle the word of God deceitfully; bur, 
e by a manifeſtation of the truth, commend him- 


« ſelf to every man's conſcience, in the ſight of 


« God g. Agreeably then to this ancient and 
laudable cuſtom, I now, Rev. Sir, deſire you 00 
fayour vs with a confeſſion of your fad. 


Mr. SAUunDERs's ConFEsSION of FAlTH.. 


As this your requeſt, Sir, is not only common 
on ſuch ſolemn occaſions as theſe; but as it 
is agreeable to ſcripture, and ien requiſite, up- 
on ſeveral accounts, for the perſon ordained, pub- 
licly to make a profeſſion of his faith z—I Would. 
now, freely, and without reſerve, before many 
witneſſes, but yet, with the greateſt ſeriouſneſs, 
and reverence, as in the preſence. of God Al. 
mighty, give a ſummary account of thoſe things, 
I moſt firmly believe upon the authority of ſcri 
ture, and which I fully intend, in the ſtrength of 
divine grace, to make the ſubject of my future 


miniſtrations. 


I. Since the exiſtence of a God muſt be univer- 
ſally allowed to be the foundation of all religion, 
I thus publicly teſtify my firm belief, that, there 
is one ſupreme, eternal, independent, and, ne- 
ceſſarily exiſting Being, whom we properly call 


II. I believe likewiſe, that, the light of nature, 
and the various ſtupendous works of creation, 
and providence around us, in ſuch ſtrong and 


„* ** g 


$ 2 Cor. ir. 2. * 
8 conyincing 
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the inventions, or traditions, of men, and, ou 
to be ed as an invariable Randard, by 


5 * EY 8 /Ught of of nature, 1 the « 
wonderful appeafances around us are inform 
us of the exiſtence of the ſupreme Being; yet, 
for a more clear and diſtin knowledge of what 
God is in himfelf ;—how he is to be worſhipped ;— 
what he requires of us ;-—and what he has done, 
of will do for us:—1 believe, we are entirely he: 
holden to a divine revelation ;—and that, ſuch a 
glayious revelation as this, God has been gra- 
cioully. pleaſed to give us of himſelf, in che vo- 
lume of his word, * the Ola 


ER Teſtament. | 


Iv, This R 1 am * ee | 
from a variety of ſtrong and convinding evi- 
dences, is no impoſition or cunningly de- 
viſed fable,” obtruded upon us by the of 
men; but © a moſt ſure word of prophecy,” *given ' 
by inſpiration of God ;” — g evidently the di- 


_ vane ſignature and mp upon * 


v. Lam well ſatisfied, further, th theſe * 


cred writings contain a full diſcovery of the mind 


and will of God ;—that, - they inform us of every 


| |: thing that is requiſite for knowing, ſerving, and 


enjoying God ;= z-—that, they are, of themſe ves, a 
compleat rule of faith and practice, of every thing | 
to Be believed and performed, without an 


m, try, and regulate our ſentiments, 


which to 5 


N 


1 } 

: ip al wage of religion, in oppolition. to any 
yeh opinions, or pu blic decrees A 
06 whgpevers cabins wind Thees, 


VI. U; E of ſcripture, lam i 
„Ar pay only one liying pnd true God 
——4 ſpirit, 2 of all 
of infinite wiſdom, —almig = inflexible 
juſtice, — unſpotted holineſs, — and inviolable 


— — * of hi and through and 
0 hi. 6 5 Fr 


VI. Upon the ſame divine authority, 1 be · 
leve further, that, in this infinitely n 1 | 
ar, in the Godhead, there are three perſons, call 
che Faker, the Sons and the "Hol 1 5 
, in feripture, they are diſtingu 
by perſonal characters, and diſtinct operations, 
an” each has aſcribed to him the various 
tions of DEI TS Fet, am I well they 
are not three diſtin Gods, but one ſupreme Je- 
hovah. For, there are three that bear record 
in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy 

and, theſe three kay "the ame in fu 
ſtance, equal. in power, and glory. 


VII. As nothing can be the means of its pro» 
duction, or, the cauſe of its own exiſtence, I am 
well ſatisßed, that, God created all things, viſible, 
and in viſible — that, He made the heavens and 
the earth, together with every living creature, 
N beaſt, creeping thing, and flying 


And, 38 1 believe the great God made all 
_ things, atfirſt, {o, 1 am equally convinced, that, 
He ſuſtains every thing, by the. een 
energy of his proyidence ;—that, He, by ns 
means, 


ions 3 


» 


Woo” 
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means, fits at the helm, as an idle ſpectator, but, 
_ carefully, and conftant! V. inſpects, and governs, 
every diltinct part of his creation, ſo that, the ya- 
nous mipute occurrences, as well as the more im- 
portant events, that take place in our world, are 
under the actual agency, or, wiſe permiſſion of 
the Almighty, “ Who works all * N me" 
counſel © his on Will.“ 3 n et 1 
ere 2 i eee eie, 
b. T mut expreſs my full perſuaſion likewiſe,” 
that, Lee to ſcripture) God made all things 


that, He greatly diſtinguiſhed, 
' and OE Tok man,” above' other parts of the crea- 


tion, with a reaſonable and immortal ſpirit ;—rthar, 
He made him upright,” created him in his 


own image,“ perfectly holy: with a clear know- 


ledgeſ of, —a chiclent power to keep, —and, a 
ready inclination to obey, the divine will.— Man 
being chus created, was, I believe, a e 

| happy, —— mivtable creature 


X. We ily have; Further, « an Hoſtrious: 
inſtance of God's great wiſdom, and goodneſs, 
in the manner in which He was pleaſed to deal 
with man, in this his primitive ſtate of rectitude 
and innocence, viz. in his entering into a covenant 
with him; —in which covenant it is evident, that, 
man (as a rational creature and free agent) was 
put upon a ſuitable trial of his obedience to his 
great Creator; — that, God was pleaſed to make 
the conditions eaſy to be complied with; — and 
that, He engaged to obedience, by the moſt 
important motives; alluring by promiſes, and 
at the ſame time; guarding againſt a revo It; by 
the” moſt tremendous and dern threatenings: 
25 all which conſiderations P ſhow _ in 
„ p48 1 28 ; , Toes n ow 
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is become guilty before God.” 


a 


how eligible, and advantageous a ſituation, man 
was at firſt fixed. 1 W 


XI. It appears to me, likewiſe, with full evi- 
dence from ſcripture, that, God (in his thus deal- 


ing with Adam) conſidered him, as the natural, 


and moral head, of all his poſterity ;—and, that, 


Adam was placed in thoſe circumſtances (as has 
been-juſt hinted) which rendered this highly rea- 


ſonable and righteous; yea, ſuch that, every man 


himſelf could not but have approved of, had it 


been poſſible for the Creator to have conſulted 
every individual of mankind herein. 
XII. I am perſuaded, further, from the divine 
word, that, notwithſtanding the wiſe and gracious 
methods the great God took with Adam, to ſe- 
cure his obedience, yet, he wilfully and delibe- 
rately violated the law of his Maker, - turned re- 
bel againſt his God, —loſt his original innocence, 
—Juſtly incurred the divine diſpleaſure; and, fo 
fell under the force of that awful threatning, 
In the day thou eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt als | 
„ die: — which ſtriking threatning, I believe, 
includes three ſorts of deaths, death temporal, — 
ſpiritual—and eternal. rf 


SF XIII.. I have ſcripture, as well as other weight 


* 


reaſons on my fide, while, I teſtify my belief, 
that, by one man's diſobedience many were 

* made or conſtituted ſinners,” and, that, by the 
heinous offence of the firſt man, © all the world 


Xv. In conſequence of this, I am led to be- 


1 


lie ve, (though, the conſideration is ſolemn and 
e l affecting) 


X 1 


-- 


CESS. 
eating) that, all magkihd are ſunk into moſt 
dreadfu 8 


and deplorable circumſtdhces i © 


As guilty creatures th *the children of 
wah? Un ker the curſe c Go hal law; _ 


And, as deptaved, and degenerate creatu! 

they are Shots angel to r eh is vile TR 
HIntul. — © Every thought and Imagination of 
their hearts is only ol continually.” — White 
we are in a ſtate of nature, (I believe) there is an 
ee enmity in our hearts to God and holi- 
nels z — we are neither able, nor willing to return 
to God, from whom we have fallen; — we ate in- 
tirely “ without hope —nay, © without God in 
the world. __ 5 
In ſo diſmal, and, deplorable a ſituation as this ; 
ſhut. up in the dark dungeon of deſpair, without 
the leaſt glimmer of hope, it might juſtly have 
been expected, that, t great God would have 
for ever left the whole apoſtate, gullty race of 
Adam. 6 

But, * his ways and thoughts are not 

and therefore, * 4 | 


. I believe, that, God, out of his infinite 
tehdernels, compaſſion, and love, from all eterni- 
ty, choſe ſome of our fallen race, to everlaſting 
lite and happineſs ;—and, (in order to the beſtow- 
ment of this important bleſſing) entered into 
PoE gracious covenant with the Lord Jeſus 

riſt ;— | 
In which covenant, God the Father ſtipulated 
with Chriſt his only begotten Son, for the whole 
elect world, and © gave to h 


outs? 


im thoſe many ſons 

.** whem he, as the captain of our ſalvation, was 

i bring 10 glory Fon 

I believe, likewiſe, that, in this bleffed cove- 

- nant, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt chearfully * 
; mn 


{ is 1 
with che tertris pt6p6ſtl to hith, 51d, readily va- 
dertook to be the Surety, the 8 Re- 
dermer, — the Advocate, and Mediator, of 
thoſe that were given to him by his Father. 


XVI. That, the Son of God might acrompliſm 
this his glorious undettaking, as alſo, dgrecable 
to che ſettlements of this everlaſting covenant, 
I believe, © when the fulneſs of time was come.“ 
* the”. eternal ©. word was made fleſh, and, 
u dwelt among us,” that; he took to himſelf a 
true body, and, reaſonable foul ; which human 
nature was ſo cloſely and inſeparably united with 
his divine nature, as to form but one . perſon, 


- 


Emmanuel, God with us.“ 


XVII. I am further perſuaded, with the apoſtle, 
that, When God ſent forth his Son,“ he was 
&* made of a woman, made under the law,” the 
ſame law that his people had broke; — that, in 
his ſtate of humiliation, he was holy, harmleſs, 
„ undefiled, and ſeparate from ſinners;“ that, in 
due time, he ſuffered and died for us, and, that, 
not merely as a martyr, to confirm the truth of 
his doErine, nor yet, as our leader merely to ſet 
us an example;—but, for far more important 
ends, viz. as the Surety, Subſtirute, and Re- 
deemer, of his people; and, that, by his ſuffer- 
ings and death (for he did not die in vain) he 
has © purchaſed his church with his own blood,” 
and, opened a glorious way for the free and ho- 
nourable beſtowment of all ſpiritual blefſings, 
upon all behevers  —- | 


XVIII. The facred writings inform me, fur- 
ther, that, as Chriſt ** was delivered for our of- 
- * fences,” ſo he © was raiſed again for our juſtifi- 
| ; cation,“ 


<« cation, agreeable to that lively prophecy of the 

Meſſiah, that God would not leave his foul in 

hell, nor ſuffer his holy One to fee corrup- 
& Be ; 


XIX. I am alſo well ſatisfied as to the reality 
of our Lord's aſcenſion into heaven in his human 
nature, and that, he is now ** ſeated at the right 
«hand of God” in that nature, where he fulfils, 
in a glorious manner, the ſeveral important offices 
he ſuſtains, as the Prophet, Prieſt, and King, of 
r N * 


XX. The word of God informs me, that, the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the only hope and refuge of 
ſinners, the only foundation upon which guilty 
creatures can build for eternity ;—* there being 
% ſalvation in no other, nor any, other name 
„given under heaven, among men, by which 
„they can be ſaved:“ and I believe, that this 
- glorious Perſon is both able” and willing “ to 
«ſave to the uttermoſt all that come unto God 
40 by him.“ | | © ; | 
XXI. I believe, that, as this great Redeemer 
is ſet forth as the only Saviour, that, he, accord- 
ing to his own injunction, is to be preached to 
_ «every creature,” i. e. to all the apoſtate race 
of Adam, under all his various important titles, 
characters, offices, and benefits. Ne 


XXII. I learn from ſcripture, that all thoſe 
who are really intereſted in the glorious bleſſings 
of the goſpel, * muſt be born again,” become 
new creatures,” —muſt be made. partakers of 
_ « the divine nature,” —mult © be renewed in the 
s ſpirit of their minds ;” which renovation of ſoul 

— * "£3 #0 &'' $534 * RN. wb 2 ' conſiſts, 


| EM 1 
conſiſts, in a chang 


e of temper and conduct, in 
a real hatred of all fin, and a love to univerſal _ 
holineſs, —and is often ſpoken of in ſcripture as 
a converſion to God, “ a repentance unto life,” 
—an having © a new heart;”—and this divine 
change, I believe, is abſolutely neceſſary, in order 
to our perſonal meetneſs for heaven and happineſs, 
ſo that ©** without it no man ſhall ſee the Lord.” 


XXIII. NeverthelefsI am well perſuaded, that, 
this mighty change cannot be effected, either in. 
whole or in part, by human might or power, 
but © by the Spirit of the Lord of hoſts:” and 
that, the ſame almighty power which was exerted 
in raiſing dead Lazarus out of his grave, muſt 
be exerted, in order to raiſe a ſoul from the death 
of {in to the life of holineſs. - FT 


XXIV. But, notwithſtanding, I believe, there 
are ſpecial duties that God expects ſinners to be 
found in the diſcharge of, that, he is ſincere 
in all his expoſtulations, exhortations, and com- 
mands, and that, finally impenitent ſinners will 
be left inexcuſable, for ſlighting the encourage- 
ment which the goſpel gives, for neglecting the 
opportunities it affords, and for quenching” and 
* refiſting” the Spirit in his common ſtrivings 
and motions. | 


XXV. Ibelieve, that, all who have received © the 
grace of God in truth,” and are ſavingly united to 
Chriſt by faith, are from thence delivered from 
condemnation,—accepted as righteous in God's 
ſight through Chriſt as their juſtifying righteouſ- 
neſs, = brought into a ſtate of peace and re- 
+ conciliation with him, — and have alſo a ſure 
title to eternal bleſſedneſs; — And, that, all 

1 ſuch 


1 

ſuch will yield up themſelves to God, as thoſe 
« ho are alive from the dead; and their mem - 
« bers as inſtruments of righteouſneſs to him;“ 
and will in all things be careful to maintain 
« good works.“ Ä a 
XVI. I believe, that, true Chriſtians are juſti- 
fied at and by believing, and that, this true, 
ſaving, juſtifying faith conſiſts, not mainly in 
giving credit or aſſent to the bare report of the 
ſpel, or, to the truth and reality of the whole of 
-hriſt*s work and undertaking, but rather, in having 
powerfully endearing, transforming, and, at times, 
- appropriating views of Chriſt as our ſalvation ;— 
in'a chearful reception of him, in his ſeveral charac- 
ters and offices;—and, in a truſting to him, and 


venturing upon him, for all the ſoul wants for 
time or eternity. 


XXVII. I believe, it is an incumbent duty up- 

on the people of God, to follow the example of 
the primitive Chriſtians, in © giving up themſelves 
to the Lord” and to each other in a church rela- 
tion;—and that, when a company of Chriſtians 
are united together, by mutual conſent, for ſpi- 
ritual improvement, and the“ building up one 
another in their moſt holy faith,” having the 
various ordinances of Chriſt's appointment ad- 
miniſtered among them, and, walking together 
according to the rules of his goſpel :—1 believe, 
that, ſuch a body of Chriſtians is to be looked 
upon as a church of Chriſt. | 


XXVII. I firmly believe, that, the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt is the alone King and Head of the church, 
and that He only has a right to give and appoint 
laws,—orders,—ordinances,—and officers, there- 
4n;—and, that, Chriſtians, in every reſpect, are E 


3 ſubmiſſive to his commands, directions, and 
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injunctions, in oppoſition to all the traditions and 
n of men. 


* 


XXIX. Neverthdeſs I ale that as ſuch 
goſpel churches are inveſted with a power, by 
and under Chriſt, for their mutual peace and 
comfort, to regulate all concerns reſpecting their 
church relation, both as to the choice of their 
officers, and the whole management of theit 
members, CIT. to rules Chriſt has given in 
his word. | | 


XXX. 1 believe, hin, Chriſt will hive « a ſeed 
* to ſerve him” in all ſucceeding ages; and, that, 
he will preſerve and Foot his c urch till the 
important event of his econd coming. 4 


XXXI. l believe it to be the echt bang 
of Chriſtians, when united together in a chure 

relation, to attend upon all the ordinances of 
God's houſe;—to, pray with and for one another; 
to watch over one another;—to admoniſh and 
„ forbear one another in love:“ to do good, and 
not forget to communicate“ to each others ne- 
ceſſities; to ſtudy the peace and edification of the 
church, and, the real good and proſperity of the 
different members thereof. f 


XXXII. I believe, We that our great 
Redeemer has, very wiſely and graciouſly, inſti- 
tuted two, and only two, ſacraments in his church, 
baptiſm and the Lord's ſupper.—Baptiſm is an or- 
dinance, wherein the waſhing with water, in “ the 
name of the Facher, Son, and Holy Ghoſt,” does 
ſignify. ang ſeal, our ingrafting into Chriſt, our 
Ning the benefits of 13 covenant of grace, and 

2 our 


forth his. 


. E - 
ourengagewent to be the Lord's, and, that, * 
to be adtmiruſtered to alb ho ereditab — 


4 repentance towards God, and faith in our Lord 
«Jeſus Chriſt,” and to their children likewiſe. — 


The Lord's: ſupper: is alſo, I believe, a-folemn 


_ inſtitution.” hriſt, and - ſhould. carefully be 


attended. ˖0, by: true believers, till our A 
coming. I. ot 8 3 . hy 2 own 1 — 
non, is. means his ſervants ſhew 
gue ell he comes,” None, I appre- 
Jer have any ſcripture ri ht to approach the 
s table, but ſuch as give atisfactory evidence, 

to a church of n of ow re religion and 


vital coal 


Wh XxxIIL 1 Lon my firm belief, that, the ſoul, 
of man is immortal, and, that, there 1 is. a future 
459 of rewards and puniſhments, into _ the 

arting ſpirit enters upon its. ſeparation from 
the. body — am e alſo, I „ there will. 
be a, . . of the dead, both of the juſt 

* and unjuſt,” and, that, we muſt. all appear. 
* before the judgment-eat of Chriſt,” _ | 


XXXIV. 1 believe, finally, that, at that im- 
portant eriod, there will be a righteous ſepara- 
N made, by the great Judge of all, © between 


the righteous and the wicked, between thoſe 


« who ſerved God and thoſe who ſerved him 
* not.” Ichpenitent ſinners will certaioly. then 
he bid to depart into everlaſting burnings, while, 
the righteaus. will hear that gracious invitation, 
5 oe ye bleſſed of my * inherit EB, 


Kingdom prepared for you.” 


Thus have 1 bude wwured, plainly and with- 


gut the Me dſguile, to 9 chis a, before 
many 


13 * . 3 


11 
many witneſſes, the principal heads of thoſe im- 
portant articles which 1 moſt firmly believe are 
contained in the facred ſcriptures, and agreeable- 
« to the faith once dehvered to the ſaints 1 
have only one thing more to add, and that is, 
to deſire, not out of form, but in carneſt, the 
prayers of all ſuch preſent who are not ſtrangers 
at © a throne of grace, and who hive the Welfare 
of real religion at heart, chat, theſe great truths 
may not only be aſſented to, but; that, 1 
embrace them cordially; view them in all 
their native beauty, divine harmony, and engag- 
ing luſtre; live and feed upon them as a Chriſ- 
tian; and declare them to others with all the 
faithfulneſs, affection, earneſtneſs, and fervour 
of one who has powerfully felt their divine in- 
fluence upon his own ſoul, as becomes a miniſter 
taught of God, and as is ſuited to truths ſo ve 
intereſting to the immortal ſouls of my fellow 
dying creatures —Then may I hope, at laſt, to 
„ finiſh my courſe with joy, and the miniſtry 
* which l have received of the Lord Jeſus, to teſ- 
e tify the goſpel of the grace of God.“ 


Many thanks to you, my dear brother, for the 
confeſſion you have now made before the 
ever-bleſſed God, the holy angels, and this nu- 
merous aſſembly. Be aſſured, it is my ſincere 
and affectionate deſire, that, a bleſſing may attend 
the important relation which has this day pub- 
lickly commenced between you and this Chriſtian 
ſociety.— May you, Sir, have an increaſing ac- 
quaintance with every article of religious truth! 
May you experience much of its power and plea- 
fure on your heart, as alſo maniteſt much of its 
ſanctifying tendency throughout your life! May 
__ Yau be aſſiſted in the diſpenſation of it, to this 
: 18 e church 


concerned be aſſiſted in, and, a divine nag 


0 J 

church of Chriſt, yea, to all among whom you 
may be called to labour! And may your miniſtry be 
attended with real and great ſucceſs, — Then will 
this church, then will all to whom God has bleſſed 
your labours, ** rejoice - in the day of Chriſt, 
« that, Wii have not run in - vain, neither la- 
« boured in vain*,* To this great end, may all 


accompany and follow, the ſolemn proceedings 
this daf 1 


nil, il. 16. 
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EDWARD HITCHIN, B. D. 


Dz ar BroTHER, 


AVING been witneſs to thoſe ſolemn and 
mutual engagements you and the church 
ot Chriſt meeting in this place have entered into, 
and the goſpel obligations you are both under, I, 
with 3 take the part allotted me in the 
work of this day; which is to adminiſter ſome 
ſpiritual advice, with reſpect to your conducting 
yourſelf in the miniſterial character, and to ani- 
mate you in the diſcharge of your paſtoral office, 
in the midſt of all thoſe difficulties with which it 
mult be, for the exerciſe of your faith and pa- 
tience, ſurrounded. | 
I conſider not myſelf as veſted with any au- 
thority over your conſcience z but, as a brother, I 
come to be a helper of your faith. If I prove to 
be ſo on this happy occaſion, I ſhall feel the moſt _ 
ſenſible pleaſure; a pleaſure not only ariſing from 
the general love I bear to the brethren, bur, from 
the peculiar chriſtian connection we have been in, 
as members of the ſame community ; and more 
eſpecially, as I appear here at your and the 
church's particular requeſt. | | 
| | nd - 7 You 
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Lou cannot expect, that, after ſo many charges 
as have been delivered and publiſhed, much to 
the purpoſe, by the eminent and learned, I ſhould 
produce any thing particularly new; but, as we do 
bot want any new truths, nor any novelty with 


_ © eſpe to experience and practice, I hall attempt 


a plain, faithful, and affectionate addreſs to your 
judgment and conſcience; and, with a dependence 
on the Spirit for ſucceſs, ſhall, for the ſake of 


method, draw out the ſubſtance of this diſcourſe, 


from the words recorded in Fa” 
| 2 T3MOTHY ü. 15. 


60 Study to ſhew thyſelf approved unto God, a 


t york man that neederh not to be aſhamed, 
„ rightly dividing the word of truth.” 
The apoſtle had a peculiar love for the young 
eyangeliſt, and to expreſs the ſtrength of his af- 
fechon, he introduces his firſt epiſtle to Timothy, 
My own fon in the faith*.” af 
He acted as a ſpiritual father, and wrote to him 


as an inſpired apoſtle, not exerciſing a lordly | 


authority, or maintaining external pomp, to awe 
the inferior officers in the church. What adds a 
pecuhar luſtre to theſe epiſtles to Timothy, is, 
that, they not only. breathe the pure language of 
the goſpel, and wear the ſtamp of divine authority, 
bur, that, they are written by one who loved the 


. truths of the goſpel, who „ laboured more abun- 
dlantly .“ and inforced his exhortation to theevan- 


ehſt by his own example. Well does the 
charge flow from the pen of one, who in the work 
of his Maſter never thought his life dear to him- 


felfT;” who © gloried in tribulation$,” and tri- 


umphed in his bonds for Chriſt's ſake. <© Thou 
therefore endure hardneſs, as a good ſoldier 
- **4 Tim. i. 2, +1 Cor. xv, 10, f Att xx. 24. 5 Rom. v. 0 


0 , 


We 
* of Jeſus Chriſt®.” Words that ſuit either the 
lips or the pen of ſuch a veteran. 

The preceding context is a chain of the moſt 
animating inſtructions ; each exhortation contain= 
ing a volume, and every verſe, by thoſe who un- 
derſtand what they read, muſt be accounted 4 
heavenly treaſure ; from which 1 hope to gather 
ſome few helps, While, Sir, I addreis you in the 
improvement of the words I have read. 


„ Study to ſhew thyſelf approved unto God, $4 
„ workman that needeth not to be aſhamed, 
„ rightly dividing the word of truth.“ 


You obſerve the exhortation is given tre! kg 

comers, and all its parts claim your ut 
a | 
850 Study.” The word, you know, ſignifies a 
diligent den to a buſineſs or a ſubject: 
thus our tranſlators have juſtly rendered it, Let 
us labour therefore to enter into that reſt +. 
So in that ſolemn paſſage, «Wherefore, beloved; 
1 is that you look for ſuch things, be dili- 
nt that ye may be found of him in peace, 

without ſpot, and blameleſs 1.“ 
"Diligence labour, cloſe application, are neceſ- 
fary to make up the character of a faithful mi- 
niſter. Succeſs in any common fervice or buſi- 
_ nels, is not to be expected without them. Thoſe 
who are eminent in any of the learned profeſſions, 
become and continue to be ſo by diligent appli- 
cation. The greater the work, the greater the 
labour, the more important the "IG the 


greater diligence is neceſſary. 
Your work, Sir, as it is the moſt te 


under heaven, ſo it is the moſt important; con- 
ſequently indolence or inactivity mult be dreaded,” 
* 1; Tim. ij. 3. +Heb. iv. 11. Þ 2 Pet. ili. 14. 

* F 21 | : Your 


* 
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Your buſineſs is the moſt-difficult of all engage- 


ments, and yet accompanied with the higheſt 


pleaſures; conſequently it requires the moſt ac- 
curate and conſtant attention. For. this reaſon 
the apoſtle thus uſhers in the exhortation of our 


text; which exhortation naturally divides itſelf 


into the two following parts: 


I. That, a miniſter is to © ſhew himſelf ap- 
proved unto God.” 

III. That, he is to ſhew himſelf „a workman 

that needeth not to be aſhamed, rightly 
„ dividing the word of truth.“ 


I. A miniſter is to © ſhew himſelf approved 
* unto God.” 

Under this exhortation, Sir, it is neceſſary to 
obſerve, 1ſt, That a miniſter is to be ſtudiouſly 


concerned to be. © approved unto God; and 


then, 2dly, He is to ſhew himſelf” fo before 
others. Firſt, A miniſter is .to be ſtudiouſly 
concerned to be © approved unto God.” You 
are, my dear brother, too well acquainted with the 


hope of the goſpel, with the ground of your ac- 
ceptance before the Holy Trinity (as your good 


on has witneſſed), for me to do any more 
than mention, that, this divine phraſe, © approved 
* unto God,” conveys no idea of the poſſibility 


of Chriſt's ſervants being accepted with God for 
the fake of their own obedience. The idea is 


quite plain and natural; the word intimates his 
being approved with reſpect to his office and his 
work as a miniſter, as a ſervant on trial is ap- 
proved by his maſter. The word is applied 
to a trial of a perſon or thing: thus, Bleſ- 


_ «fed. is the man that endureth temptation; 


* for when he is tried he ſhall receive the crown 
« of life f. This trial is not, you well know, 


. t James i 12. 


by 
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by way of information to the Deity, or a condi- 
tion of mercy, but an evidence and proof of dif- 
cipleſhip, 4 the work of God in the heart by the 
Holy Spirit. Thus the apoſtle uſes this word, 
« Examine yourſelves, whether ye be in the 
« faith; prove your own ſelves “.“ The 
expreſſion then evidently ſhews us that the ſer- 
vant of Chriſt, as a ſervant, is to be concerned to 
act in all reſpects, ſo that he may have the ap- 
probation of his great and adorable Maſter: as 
every ſervant 1s accountable to his maſter amon 
men, ſo is he that miniſters in holy things ac- 
countable to God his maſter. The apoſtle, ſpeak- 
ing of the overſeers of the church, ſays, © for 
„ they watch for your ſouls,” (not for your ſub- 
ſtance) © as they that muſt give an account +.” - 

This, Sir, is a very ſerious matter, which I 
doubt not lay with great weight upon your mind, 
while you were purſuing your preparatory ſtudies . 
for the work of the miniſtry ; and I am ſenſible it - 
muſt have deeply impreſſed your heart, when you 
undertook the overſight of this people, and en- 

ged to watch for the fouls of men. May the 
aprefon ever abide on your thoughts and mine! 
We are ſerving the beſt of maſters; a kind re- 
 deemer, but a juſt judge, who will ſoon by death 
call us to give up our accounts. Oh! how tranſ- 
porting the conſideration of being ſo happy, as to 
receive, at the final day, his divine approbation, 
* Well done thou good and faithful ſervant, en- 
$ ter thou into the joy of thy Lord 4.“ 
Every good ſervant among men is defirous of 
leaſing his maſter it is his intereſt, his comfort, 
is honour to do ſo; ſurely, then, the true ſer- 
vant of God will be earneſtly concerned to pleaſe 
bim. I will juſt “ ſtir up your mind by way of re- 


As 7 | 
F 2 Cor. xi. 5. + Heb. xii. 17, 1 Matt. xxv. 21. 
oy * membrance,” 


3 | 
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membrance “,“ while I obſerve that the reality of 
Weh a concern, will conſiſt of two things: 
A very cloſe ſtudy of your Maſter's will. And, 
Much ſecret prayer for grace, and conſtant help, 
that you may be able to do it. | 1 
iſt, A very cloſe ſtudy of your Maſter's will. 
And, when T ſay this, it is taken for granted, 
be Rana love your work; that, it is not ahard 
vice you are en in; that, are not put 
mtothe miniſtry ire of bread+ * Sree 
are no hireling, who, for the bare maintenance of 
yourſelf, will perform a certain number of out- 
ward ſervices, grinding in the mill of hard duty, 
reading the ſcriptures, praying and preaching, be- 
cauſe it is a trade you have been brought up to; 
as many are who wiſh their friends had made 
them any thing but miniſters, but, being unfit — 
any other employ, they muſt drag on through 
. relle e. Fm : 4 
Tou entered the miniſtry, Sir, I believe, be- 
cauſe, you loved your Redeemer, and wiſhed the 
perry of his kingdom. To be approved of 
im therefore in your office, you do well to ſtudy 
his revealed pleafure. It is impoſſible for a ſer- 
vant to act rightly, who is not acquainted with the 
mind of his lord. Moſes and the prophets, in 
their ſervices, waited to know the mind and will 
of God, Thou ſhalt ſpeak all that I command 
«thee .“ Moſes the divine ſervant was neither 


* 


” _ eouctnor ſpeak in the diſcharge of his office with- 


out the direction of his Maſter. Thus you find 
the apoſtle Peter ſays, The prophecy came not 
in old time by the will of man: but holy men 
© of God ſpake as they were moved by the Holy 
« Ghoſt.” No the canon of ſcripture is com- 


* 2 Per. M. 1. + 3 Sam. ii. 36, f Exod. vii. 2. I Ep. 1 21. 
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pleat, we are not to expect any new revelation 
of the divine will for our acting or ſpeaking in 
the church, or before the world: yet, we are dili- 
gently to“ ſearch the ſcriptures ꝰ, the written will 


of heaven. I enforce, my dear brother, this ad- 


vice, becauſe the apoſtle, in his charge to Timo- 


thy, affirms, that, All ſcripture is given by 
e inſpiration of God, and is profitable for doc- 
6 trine, for reproof, for correction, for inſtruc- 
e tion in righteouſneſs; that the man of God 
“ may be perfect, thoroughly furniſhed unto all 
„ good works .“ By all means, Sir, continue 
to. make thoſe languages in which the ſcriptures 
were written, your moſt diligent ſtudy, whereby 
you. gain the happy advantages of enjoying the 


trueſt knowledge of what you. believe, preach, 


and practiſe. a | 
Adly. Much ſecret prayer for grace, and con- 
ſtant help, that you may be able to do his will. 
The word and prayer are connected. To © do 
our Lord's will” is the greateſt matter, next to 
wing it. For a ſervant not to inquire after his 


maſter's pleaſurg, ſhews that he is not wiſe z but, 


if he knows his will, and neglects to do it, he 
ſhews himſelf. to be wicked: ſuch an one is not 
approved. of God, with all his external qualifica- 


tions. The words of our Saviour, ſhew how awful 


the caſe of ſuch a perſon is, And that ſer- 
% yant who knew his Lord's will, and prepared 
<«. not himſelf, neither did according to his will, 
e ſhall be beaten with many ſtripes.” 
Prayer is interwoven with the Chriſtian's life; 
it is eminently ſo with the proſperity of. Chriſt's 
miniſters, I mean, with reſpect both to their in- 
ward comfort, and outward ſucceſs. | 
My brother, meditation needs the watering: of 


Jchn v. 39. + 2 Epiſl. iii, 16, 17. f Lake xii. 47. 
* | 8 Prayer; 


\\ 
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prayer; and the armies of temptation you are to 
- cut your way through, require a continual addreſs 

at the throne of grace®” | 
+ To do the will of God” in public and private, 
needs more than the wiſdom or boaſted reſolution 
of a moral philoſopher; it requires continual 


communications of ſupply from him who is both 
our righteouſneſs and ſtrength.” Your ſtudy, 


without prayer, will be barrenneſs; your pulpit at- 
tempts, without earneſt expoſtulations with God, 
will be mere preſumption; and your viſits, in the 


neglect of this duty, muſt prove unprofitable both 
0 


ourſelf and your flock. True miniſterial ſuc- 
ceſs is connected with a humble walk before God. 
The moſt eminent old-teſtament ſervants, were 
remarkable for their applications at a throne of 
mercy: You are too well furniſhed ' with theſe 
examples, for me to take up your time in parti- 
cularizing them. Your © ſufficiency is of God ;“ it 
is to him you muſt conſtantly apply for all turni- 
ture. Your Maſter in this is your example, wit- 
neſs the nights he ſpent in prayer; obſerve his 
fervency of affection, and his unwearied conſtancy. 
His apoſtles therefore were concerned to be un- 
burthened of every ſecular buſineſs reſpecting the 
church, that, they might have time for the ful- 
flment of their miniſtry. © Wherefore bre- 


* thren, look ye out among you ſeven men 


of | honeſt report, full of the Holy Ghoſt and 
«wiſdom, whom we may appoint over this buſt- 
* neſs. But. we will give ourſelves continually 
to prayer, and to the miniſtery of the wordy.” 
My dear Sir, the corruptions of your own heart, 
the reſiſtance of unbelief, the various temptations 
vou will have to be unfaithful to the conſciences 
of your hearers, the many different caſes of con- 
ſcience among your people, the depths of know- 
® Heb. iv. 16. + Iſa, xlv. 24. 1 2 Cor. iii. 5. Acts vi. 3, 4. 
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1 preſent undiſcovered to your mind in che 
books of fevelation, all concur to inforce the on 
of prayer for ſtrength that you may do the will 
of your Maſter. I would only add, your adora- 
ble Saviour is exalted on his throne to beſtow 
every miniſterial gift you can need in the faithful 
diſcharge of your office; for, he was anointed © with- 
« out meaſure®,” he © received gifts in the man * 
to beſtow them, and he is Head over all things 
to the church. 
Secondly, A miniſter is “to ſhew himſelf” 
approved unto God before others. i" 
our greateſt emulation is to be God's ap- 
proved ſervant, and then to evidence this before 
men. Nature prompts us to wiſh for popularity, 
and its W ſuits our vanity. To be praiſed 
for our public performances, to be eſteemed for 
depth of judgment, to be conſidered as perſons 
of genius and learning, and to be admired for the 
propriety of language, the force of argument, 
and the power of addreſs, are things very hard 
to reſiſt; thus we are tempted to ſhew ourſelves, 
inſtead of holding forth Chriſt in the ſimplicity 
of the goſpel. But, the apoſtle, in his epiſtle to 
the Corinthians, declares the noble end of preach- 
ing and acting in the miniſterial character, when 
he ſays, For we preach not ourſelves, but Chriſt 
* Jeſus the Lord, and ourſelves your ſervants - 
for Jeſus ſake 5.“ e 


The caprice, pride, and vanity of the genera- 
lity of hearers are ſo great, as neceſſarily to make 
popularity uncertain, and the approbation of men 
a x Fog not to be depended on; beſides, the po- 
pularity, the blaze of an hour, and the ſhort- 
lived eſteem of a few admirers,” may juſt pleaſe 
the proud imagination that loves to be flattered, 


John iii. 34. + Pſalm lxviii. 18. ſee margin. t Eph. 
i. 22. 5 2 Epiſt. iv. 5 ks | 
A whe yet 


PSTN UL E ESSE - 
ws. * 


it 


. 


2 1 


bn 

does — 1 himſelf to by 2 of God. A 

| The word “ ſhew” is uſed 2 to pre, rs 
dent proof, as in that declaration 

Neither can they prove the things rf (wa 

« now- accuſe. me. For exciting, your attention 

and my on to this charge to Timothy, I will take 


the liberty of mentioning, in a few particulars, 
how you, Sir, as a new-teſtament biſhop, are tg 


give evidence before the people that you are . 
bh, * unto God.“ | 
., 1ſt, By your being ſound in the faith +. 18 
To be ; ſound in the faith” is eſſential to the ap- 


ed character of a miniſter of Jeſus. By be- 


pores is to be underſtood, believing thoſe truths, 
which are, in their - inſeparable connection, ex- 
preſſed in ſcripture as matters of the laſt import - 
ance. The Bible gives us a perfect ſyſtem of 
truth; and the knowledge of one, leads to the 


. underſtanding of the other. It is the glory of our 
renewed nature to believe what God has revealed 


of himſelf; and without faith it is impoſſible to 


- pleaſe God : therefore, my brother, it certainly 
muſt be neceſſary that a miniſter ſhould . ſhew 


himſelf” to be approved of God, by his being 
* found in the faith.” In the preceding chapter we 


read of that form, or delineation, 8 of 
ſound words,” that Timothy received from Paul $. 
Andthus the 
* ſpeak thou 
. a” | 


e things which become ſound doc- 


I have no occaſion to enlarge here, you wakes ; 
confeſſion before. many, and 


_ witneſſed a good 
in this reſpect ſhewed yourſelf, in our opinion, to 


be approved of God according to his word. 


Ad xxiv. 13. 7 Tit. i. 13. 8 *. J Ver. 13. 
1 Ties ü. x. | —» 


never can ſatisfy the mitid in ſolemi re 
yea, all this may be, when 3 — wa j 


writes to his fon Titus, But 


2dly, 
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| Adly, By your being ſteadily, diligently, faith» 
a  Ful to che truth, ad ery ends of chat I 
your Maſter calls you to. 
In theſe particulars, I umbly. 3 * 
are to be peculiarly ſerious. Steadineſs in Chriſt's 
miniſters s a matter of the utmoſt conſequence, 
The of ſome, ho are frequently chang · 
in their. opinions, being fond of novelty, occa- 
fions-the weak Chriſtian, and the young convert 
to ſtagger ; it occaſions the eſtabliſhed believer to 
mourn; and confirms our modern ſceptics in in- 
fidelity. When the profeſſed ſervants of Chriſt 
ſometimes preach one, and at other times an = 
other dactrine, the people are bewildered, . and 
know not what to believe, '** For if the trumpet 
give an uncertain ſound, who ſhall prepare 
5 himſelf to the battle +?” When miniſters 
metamorphoſe themſelyes, ſo that they became 
what the company they are with would have them 
to be, eſpecially to oblige thoſe on whom they 
are baſely dependent, they cauſe the profane to 
deſpiſe the things of God, and make the Deiſts 
glory in their favourite charge . againſt us, 
namely, that the whole of religion is prieſteraft; 
and ſo 2 Judas they betray their — The 
truth, dear Sir, is to be bought, but never to be 
_ _ Zeal is the ornament of à faithful 
tz put on © zeal as a cloke *,” and let truth 
— Fai ulneſs be your girdle. By zeal, I mean, 
not the fury of a. paſſionate bigot, but * 
fire 8 the love of the truth kindles in 
2 heart; a zeal according to — 
that is diveſted of every thing that bears a tans 
deney towards perſecution: I mean; + that zeal 
Chriſt and his artes, m. the holy unction 
of the Spirit, diſcovered.. - Hold faſt the 
F 1 Cor, xiv. 8. 0 IE, lix. . N 
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4 form of ſound words which thou haſt heard 
«of me in faith, and love which is in Chriſt 
< Tefus +.” Faithfulneſs and'zeal are to be diſco- 
vered in every part of your ſacred employ: they 
ure to be maintained in the pulpit amidſt alloppo- 
ſition; in the diſcipline of the church over which 
the great biſhop of ſouls has made you overſeer; 
. what is more trying, you are to be zealouſly 
aithful in your private addreſſes. The ſervant 
of Chriſt, who is upon a buſineſs that reſpects 
eternal life, muſt be faithful according to his 
ſentiments, or he is worſe than a common mur- 
derer. It has been, Sir, often known, that a 
miniſter has been ſtrangely entangled by reaſon 
of different ſentiments in the co - tion; but 
you are not to conſider whom you are to pleaſe, 
nor are you to be ſolicitous about whom you ſhall 
offend. If the truth offends, your Maſter will not 
be offended at you for declaring it, nor you, Sir, 
become any real loſer, though it was to coſt you 
more than your ſubſtance, even your life. It has 
been known that ſome external ſupporters of an 
intereſt have withdrawn their temporal aid, be- 
. cauſe the miniſter has been too plain in preaching 
the goſpel, and oppoſing their pride, or perhaps, 
as Paul did Felix, made them tremble.. 5 
This may terrify him who expects his reward 
from man ; but the faithful ſervant of Chriſt, who 
expects his recompence from God in a way of 
grace, rejoices that he has not parted with the 
truth, and turned his back upon Chriſt, for the 
| fake of a golden idol. Sir, if this was to be the 
caſe (which in this congregation I preſume it is 
not) it would be your duty to know no 
-man *,” but to ſpeak the truth. You had better 
part with a rich ſinner, than take à religious 


| 3 Tim; l. 13. 2 Cor. v. 16. 55 
T: 72 Y 7 91 bribe 


| | | | [ 35 2 eis | 
dribe, conceal the truth, . ſtarve the poor, and 
wound, if not loſe, your own ſoul. That great 
but wicked prophet was obliged to ſay under the 
impulſe of an awakened conſcience, << If Balak 
s would give me his houſe full of ſilver and gold, 
« 1 cannot go beyond the word of the Lat my 
„ God to do leſs or more f.“ But I refer you 
to the words of Peter and John before the rulers 
of the Jews, Whether it be right, in the ſight 
„ of God, to hearken unto you more than unto 
* God, judge ye, For we cannot but ſpeak the 
„things which we have ſeen and * 
Tour zeal and faithfulneſs will, through the 
unction of the ſpirit, carry you above every re- 
proach and ſtigma of the profeſſing world : the 
prophane world being too buſy in purſuit of their 
luſts, to give you any trouble, as the ſword of 
perſecution is ſafe in the ſcabbard,Þ 
. Your zeal and faithfulneſs ſhould alſo appear 
in the diſcipline of the church. Partiality is to 
be dreaded in the execution of your office; you 
are to ſtand up for the honour of your ſovereign 
in his ſpiritual kingdom, and not connive at 
becauſe it is in a man of eminence. and wealth, 
conſequently a man of power. Why is the poc 
man to be dealt with ſooner than the rich? 
Chriſt's intereſt is not carnal ; ** he has choſen the 
<< poor of this world, rich in faith.” In order to 
your ſhewing yourſelf then an approved miniſter, 
great uprightneſs and impartiality muſt ſhine 
in your conduct before the church. Remember 
the zeal of Phinehas 6, and forget not that. Paul, 
for the ſake of truth, even vithſtood Peter to 
the face ||.” Honour Chriſt in his church, and 
he will take care of you and his own intereſt. 3 
' + Numb. xxii, 18. Ad iv. 19, 20, 1 Jam. fl. f. - 
{ Numb. xxv. 7, &, || Gal. ii. 11, 2 
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Again, Sir, yout-zeal and faithfulneſs with 
much wiſdom and prudence, are to "appear in 


private viſits, "Many perſons fir under 


Tacken preaching, and are covered with their 
-ownfſelf-opinion and pride, like Job's leviathan,of 
Which it is'faid, '* his ſcales are his pride, ſhut 
up together as with a Cloſe feabf :“ they will a ply 
4he moſt ſearching parts of -a diſcourſe to 3 © mg 
and never think of "themſelves. Your buſineſs 
then is' to chuſe the ſeaſonable time, and proper 
expreſſionsforprivately letting your brother know 

his Kid Kult, and Faithfully with-Nathanfay, © Thou 
«art the man . Fiiendhip « at beſt hangs by 
A tye ſlenderer than the thread in a ſpider's wel 
It Is, I own, my brother, a venture indeed to be 
Faithful in private; ; bur, Sir, remember, your 
maſter's approbation is 5114 dearer than the 


Anne of your beſt carthly friend, at the expence 
of truth. 


affairs into the pulpit, ſo endeavour to mix tender- 
eſs with your zeal, and perſuade thoſt you ad- 
dreſs, that your reproofs ariſe from pure love, 

and that was you not ſo to act, you muſt be un- 
kind to them, and unfaithful Rs your Maſter. 


Let not your reproofs be given in a whirlwind ; | 


Let got your words of rebuke ruſh down like 
ai orm, or burſt forth like a rempeſt with 
| Sunder, bur deſcend like diſtilling drops of dew 
and = as the ſmall rain upon the 5 herb 4.“ +3 
I will add under this head, that, with zeal an 
a geld, diligence is connected. The mo 
faithful ſervant of Jeſus thinks, at the cloſe 
life, that he has done but little for his Maſter, 
While, Sir, you do not waſte your conſtitution 
by any unneceſſary excurſions in your delivery, 
Job Lli. 15. * Sam, li. 7 F Beut. Waal. 0 
* avo 
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As you ſhould never bring family and perſonal 
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27 us 
| woid this "Sid e of the dull 9 N 
ſpeak not to qr he fouls as if you was 1 ng 
a lecture in the ſchools of the naler Be rather 
afraid 95 preaching too little, than too much; 
be rather aid 01 a formality and flatneſs in your 
public work, than of being too lively and pathe- 
tic. Remember the time is ſhort T. . 
to be weary in your Maſter's ſervice, tho 
ful to be tired of it; * work. while it is called to- 
% day *,” and you'll have an eternity to reſt in. 
Chriſt is not a hard maſter; you are not called to 
any thing but what he will give you ſtrength to go 
through, according to your conſtitution and abi- 
lities: c in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon * you are 4 
be ſerving the Redeemer's intereſt ; yea, even 
relaxations are to be conſiſtent with and fables 
vient to the ſervice you are to be engaged in. 
A good ſervant conſiders himſelf as account- 
able to his maſter for his time; and therefore di- 
ligence is a branch of faithfulnels ; in Chriſt's ſer - 
vice. To inforce this head of, zeal and faithful- 
nels, joined with diligence, read often thoſe words 
in our context, I endure all things for t 11 

nal 


a 


d elect's fake, that they may alſo obtain t 
„ tion which is in Chriſt Jeſus, with e 5 
« glory. It is a faithful ſaying : for if we be 
„ dead with him, we ſhall alfo live with him; if 
« we ſuffer, we ſhall alſo reign with him; if we 
« deny him, he will alſo deny us |.” To which 
I would add the ſacred charge in the two firſt 
verſes of the fourth chapter of the epiſtle? I 
in. charge thee therefore before God. and 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall judg e the uic 
« and the dead at bis appearing, —— his king- 
40 dom; preach the word; be inſtant in ſeaſon 


ij 1 cor. vii. 29. . Heb. m. 13. I. 2 Tim. iv. 2. 
J Ver. 10, Fr, 12. ” | 
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and out of ſeaſon; reprove, rebuke, exhort, 
«with all long-ſuffering and doctrine.“ Oy 
._ 3dly, You are to ſhew yourſelf approved of 
God in his ſervice, by the order of your family, 
and the uprightneſs of your walk before the 
It is true, my dear brother, at preſent you are 
in ſingle life, but remember from a variety of 
reaſons that naturally ſuggeſt themſelves to your 
mind, it is expedient, and highly fo, that a biſhop 
mould be a huſband; and if Providence gives 


him a family,” that he ſhould fill up his character 


among them ſuitable to his office in the church 
of Chriſt—— A neglect of ſocial duty is a diſ- 
honour caſt upon our profeſſion; and the apoſtle 
Tpeaks very ſtrongly upon this point, when he 

„ A biſhop then muſt be blameleſs, the 
* huſband of one wife +.” © One that ruleth 
« well his own houſe, having his children in ſub- 


« jechon, with all gravity. For if a man know 


% not how to rule his own houſe, how ſhall he 
take care of the church of God * ?” 
My only public advice upon this head is, that, 
for the honour of your profeſſion, the good of 
voi ul, the comfort of your charge, you marry 
the Lord .“ Seek happineſs before riches, 
good neſs before greatneſs. The peace of a com- 
munity is often connected with peace and piety 
at home; order in a miniſter's houſe encour 
him to fpeak' more plain and to the purpoſe on 
relative duties before the church of Gd. 
The miniſter, who would ſhew himſelf to be 
God's approved ſervant, ſhould ſtudy outwardly 
to obey Fon in all things, eſpecially in the ſobrie 
and uprightleſs of his walk before the worl 
Strict honour, and acts of integrity, are the or- 

I 1 Tim. if. 2. Ver. 4.5. þ 1 Cor. vill. 3g. 
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| naments of all perſons who regard the obligations 
of civil ſociety : beyond doubt then, Sir, a biſhop, : 
or public minifterin the church, who ſhould live 


the truths he preaches, is bound by the moſt ſa- 


cred ties to befiridtly ſober, avoiding every thi 
that ſhould occaſion the mouths of the — 
to blaſpheme. The wicked lives and awful ſlips 
in the conduct of thoſe who ſet up to be teachers 
af others, have been melancholy arguments put 
into the lips of our adverſaries, which they un- 
happily malte uſe of againſt real religion. How 
many eyes are upon us, ſome waiting for our fall, 
while others, with raiſed ideas of our diſtinguiſhed 
character, expect too much from us. Therefore, 
to confirm my advice, I add what the apoſtle ſays, 
A biſhop muſt be blameleſs, vigilant, ſober, of 
good behaviour ;” not given to wine, no ſtriker,” 
Though it is neceſſary a miniſter ſhould be com- 
be ſup Pay hy by his people, he is © not to 
| filthy lucre F,” The leſs connexions 
wü che the hs the better for the work of the 
miniſtry ; no man that warreth entangleth him- 
ſelf with the cares of this life, that he may pleaſe 
him that has choſen him to be a ſoldier *.” 
4thly, You are to © ſhew yourſelf approved un- 
to God,” by your bearing the ſpiritual burdens of 
your flock, exerciſing forbearance towards them 
in their infirmities, and with all humility and love 
engaging their hearts by becoming a ſpecimen 
of the excellency of the goſpel you proclaim. 
To the honour of your profeſſion you ſhould in 
theſe reſpects practically preach over your diſ- 
courſes again. The further we go in our medita- 
tions upon this ſubject, the greater the work of a 
miniſter appears. If you are like your Maſter, 
you muſt feel the diſtreſſes of your people. = 


3 * 2 Tim. ü. 4. 
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nate as well us e aichful 
t A tender hearted miniſter has much 
te cütry while he knows the various diſtreſſes of 
his flock; and by his own feelings he is induced 
to remember them in ſecret, 14 fir their caſes 
in Public. 
Patience anddorbeacance, Sit, aulitiaexerciſed 
according to the increaſe of your uſefulneſs; and 
the different tempers you — . will often put 
you in mind of your Maſter, who endured the 
contradiction of ſinners againſt himſelf *.” Some, 
forgetting their place, and your office, may, for 
want of knowing more of themſelvesand theworld, 
indectently and unguardedly ſpeak to and of you, 
and by ſome awkwardneſs of conduct, reſembling; 
fractious children, with their peeviſh tempers, 
: they may weary your ſpirits; but you, Sir, as an 
approved ſervant of Chriſt, muſt gently win them, 
while you do not meanly-degrade yourſelf to en- 
eourage a eve that by and 
reſolution ſhould be ſ reſſed. — Magnify your 
alice , but not yourſelf. Let not the ingrati- 
tude of thoſe you Ava 972 your going « on to 
: debe 
Give the poor their ſhare in your vi iſirs, ane 
let the ſick and te mpted experience your peculiar 
| l widow and fatherleſs 
children challenge the compaſſion of your heart, 
and claim your prayers and advice. Your viſits 
ſhould be, like our Lord's, all inſtructive. Leave 
the ſavour of your conyerſe upon your company 
when you retire from them ; mix. chearfulneſs 
with gravity; recommend religion here · ever you 
go; and by your ſerious and pleaſant deportment, 
make every family long for a repetition of thoſe 
- + Heb. ü. 1% * Heb. xi. 3.. 1 Rom. xi. 13. 
8 "og favours. 


(4 1 

_ favours;—* I et no man deſpiſe thy youth / hut 
be thou an example of the believers, in word, 
in converſation,” in Nen in „ ee 
4 1 in purity K. ” 40 

- juſt, Sir, ronch upon the ſecond part ef our 
dont. ee 
II. Ther of « mewing 8 3 
„ that needeth not to be aſhamed, r 

e < dividing the word of truth!“ 

Thoſe lectures you received in the tendemy, 
from your divinity tutor, upon the work of 
ics ſo well adapted to lead your thoughts 
forward on this ſubject, render it leſs neceſſary for 
me to be large — it. I ſhall juſt deſire you, 
therefore, to obſerve, the two ſtriking ideas with 
which the apoſtle animates his fon Timothy. 

3ſt, That of “ a workman,” adly, That of “ a 
perſon whoſe buſineſs it is to ſerve a family, and 
give out to them their proper portions.” 

iſt, That of a workman.” . 

The phraſe is common and very * 
When we repreſent a perſon as a maſter of his 
bulineſs, we ſay he is a workman;“ *tis giving 
him a Full character; declaring, that he is no 
pretender to his buſineſs, like one who awk ward- 
ly ſets about what he does not underſtand, and 
makes ſuch blunders as ſhows he i is unfir for the 
undertaking. 

The apoſtle, ſenſible of the importance of the 
miniſtry, thus writes to Timothy, whom he knew 
to be well acquainted with the ſcripture, but, be- 
cauſe his buſineſs was ſo important, he would have 
him emphatically to be a workman.” It is not 
for me to ſay who are, or who are not Chriſt's 
ſervants ; or to aſſert how far qualified an inſtru- 
ment mult be for the maſters uſe. A builder has 


7 1 Tim. iv. 12 


wet: a vaſt 
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variety of inſtruments ; ſo the grear builder * | 


a vaſt var 
God, beyond doubt, has a great variety in carry- 
ing on the building of his church; ha gy 0h 


_ -over-rules the various abilities and capacities of 


men to ſubſerve his divine perpoſe : but, the 
apoſtle was deſirous, that Timothy might be a. 
proficient; a maſter of his buſineſs, fo that he had 
no need to be aſhamed let him be-called to any 
part of the work. This, Sir, ſhould be your and 
my ſacred ambition. Not that the workman will 
be ſatisfied with himſelf that he is eminent; no, 
he who is beſt acquainted with this ſpiritual bu- 
fineſs, is the moſt humble and ſelf-diffident, and 
will be always ſtudying to know more of the gol- 


pel, and how to defend it, that its enemies may 


not confound him, and that he may not be put 


to the bluſh before the profeſſors of Chriſt's name. 
A workman that ndeds not to be aſhamed” 


then, is he who can ſpeak what he feels and un- 


derſtands; being nouriſhed with that with which 


he feeds others, he will ſtand the laugh of fools, 
the frowns of tyrants, and bear the flames of mar- 

om. He is a workman who is maſter of his 
ſubject, apt to teach ;“ who, upon every oc- 
cahon that Providence points out, is ready to en- 
gage in the work of the Lord, and with ſuch 
plainnels that the illiterate may underſtand, while 
the moſt learned can have no room to caſt con- 


_ tempt ; one who knows how 'to handle his ſub- 


je& without making one part claſh with or con- 


tradict the other. 


You, my dear brother, are placed where learn- 
ing has herd one of her capital ſeats; therefore 
you will be concerned to ſhew, with d ſenſe 
and propriety of language, that though the doc- 


trinesof the croſs were*fooliſhnels to the Greeks“, 


+ 2 Tim. ü. 24. „ ® TOwck 23: 


[43 ). 
| they are not inconſiſtent with true reaſon, reaſon 
ſanctified; and by plain argument from ſcripture . 
ſhew, that *it hath"always ©pleaſed God,” by what 
the falſe wiſdom of the world calls fooliſhneſs of 
preaching,toſave them that believe. “ While you 
ſtudy authors of various kinds, make the ſcrip- 
ture your magazine, for there you will find your 
' Er. ,—Be concerned, that your public Al 
ormances ſavour of your private devotions, 
they appear to be the fruit of much meditation 
and cloſe ftudy. Take care, Sir, that your criti- 
ciſms, though clear and beautiful, are not mere 
dry criticiſms, without ſhewing their happy ex- 
imental uſe ; otherwiſe, to your common au- 
ditors, they will be (to borrow a thou ght) “like 
the brightneſs of a ſtar in a froſty 48. 5% which, 
„ however brilliant, communicates no heat to 
the beholder, but leaves him to freeze.“ T0 
conclude. | 
2dly, The other idea is that of a perſon 
whoſe buſineſs is to ſerve a family, and give them 
their proper portions.” | 
The apoſtle, knowing what havock of truth Was 
made by novices, by vain diſputants, exhorts 
Timothy, in the words preceding my text, to 
put them,” that is, the churches and miniſters, 
in remembrance, charging them before the 
Lord, that they ſtrive not about words of no 
profit, but to the ſubverting of the hearers * ;” 
upon which he orders Timothy to“ ſtudy to ſhew 
himſelf a workman,” by way of example, that had 
no occaſion to be aſhamed of ſuch conduct, but, 
according to the idea of the expreſſion, would, as 
a ſteward or as the maſter of a large family, ** di- 
vide the word of truth aright,” carve out the ſa- 
cred proviſion in its proportion and connexion. 
+ Ver. 21. 9 v 15. - This 


| This e ich which our text eto lee 


| 1 2 Na ully, wiſely, carefully, in the ad- 
miniſtration of the word. Somè ſuppoſe, and 


in cuttin 


1 * 
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peculiar” concern to eu 


with no impropriety, that the metaphor is taken 
from the ſkill Me Priefts and Levites diſcovered 

& Up up the ſacrifices, and diſtributing the 
parts rightly, ſome for the altar of Jehovah, and 


4 = = 0 60 to the people, in which” buſineſs 


o be exact. 
e me, Sir, to obſerve ihe following: Wing 


i neceſlary” to be attended to, in order to our 


* rightly diwiding the word of truth;“ the 
word of truth is tob ſacred to be trifled wit. 
It, Let che real plain ſenſe and meaning of 


_ the word be ſtudied and then opened; for by ap- 
Ee ce ſcripture wrong, according to found or 


the children loſe their portion, and the 
xy of God is mangled, not caryed. 
"ty, Sacred 'truths ſhovld be Kept diſtinct, 
but maintained in their connexion * for want of 
this, the goſpel has ſuffered by the hands of 


thoſe who have not known how to divide it 


aright. Thus juſtification and ſanctification have 
deen {FORE together, the rightiouſneſs of 
Chriſt, with the inward work of the Spirit, to the 
diſnonour of ſeripture, and the confuſion of the 
hearer. 

zZdly, No point, however important in its na- 
ture, muſt be introduced that is foreign to the 
particular ſubject we are 705 for by ſo doing 
we puzzle and not edify. 

Athly, Vain metaphyſical diſtinktions are to be 
ſtudiouſly avoided; in as much as they diſtract 
or divert the mind, Inſtead of leading it to 95 
ny of tlie Beißel * 


K 511 1 


sthly, 


| { 45 1 5 
8 45 | 
Sthly, It as neceſfary that we place every doc - 
trige, inſtitution, and precept, intheir order, befor 
the people, according to their importance, proving 
and urging them with judgment and affection. 
2 Healy, My dear brother, in public and private, 
divide the word of truth” agreeable to the capa · 
cities and underſtandings of your hearers. Let not 
the K rned and the judicious be without ſubſtantial 


: 


thoughts to feaſt their minds; * ſtrong men” are 


to be fed with *ſtrong meat : But remember you 
have ſome who muſt be ſuppoſed to be very ig- 


norant; ſome whoſe conſtant laborious ſervices in 
Uke will not permit them to have an opportunity. . 


or reading and converſation 4 ſome whole capaci- 
ties are weak; yea, many, who by age are not 
capable of receiving any thing but what is eaſy 
and plain, And, my dear Sir, the offspring of 
your flock are a ſpecial part of your charge, for 
whom you are to be accountable to your Maſter, 
_** Fred my lambs,” ſays Jeſus to every miniſter *; 


7thly, *** Divide the word of truth aright,” by 
giving a portion to the ſick, the diſtreſſed, the 


tempted. Some need the word for quickning un- 


der ſpiritual decays. You will have to do with 
thoſe who are diſtreſſed with various difficulties 


ſtarting up in their minds, as to ſome peculiar | 


truths ; others who are overwhelmed with a view 
of-themſelves, the darkneſs of Providence in many 
inward and outward afflictions; many ready to 
taint with evil ſurmiſes; and not a few walking in 
bondage through fear of death.— All theſe caſes, 


Sir, require wiſdom and knowledge to ſpit in your 


diſcourſes and private converſations; for which 
reaſon I will venture to ſay, Be thou diligent to 
know the ſtate of thy flock .“ 


5 Prov. xxvi. 23» h 


give the babes the ſincere milk of the word ꝓ. 


1 Heb. v. 12, 13, 14. * Johnxxi. 15. f 1 Pet. il. 2: 
„ Wiſhing 
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courage of à divine ſoldier; all the ſkill and ten- 
derneſs of a faithful ſhepherd; all the ſuccels of a 
hafbandmnan in God's vineyard ;\ foul proſperity, 
with a confirmed ftate of natural health; much 
peace and happineſs with this ſacred family ; that 
"you may be a bleſſed inſtrument for enlarging and 
"edifying the church; that the truths you have 
— may be your ſupport through all the 
ſtages of your life, your ſtrong and reviving cor- 
dials on your death-bed ; and that you may at laſt 


fall — in the arms of him you have faithfully 


preached : I conclude my addreſs with the words 


of the apoſtle Peter, © Feed the flock of God, as 


e much as in you is, taking the overſight thereof, 


e not by conſtraint, but willingly ; not for filthy 


« jucre, but of a ready mind; neither as being a 
« lord over God's heritage, but 2 an ex- 
« ample to the flock: and when the c ief Shep- 
<< herd ſhall appear, you ſhall receive a crown of 
« glory that adeth not away f.” Amen. 


-£-'1 Pet. v. 2, 3, 5- See the margin, 
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Wiſhin that you; Sir, may have the intrepid 
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By JOHN CONDER, D-D. 


\ REAT and remarkable is the «promiſe 

| which God made to Zion's converts: 1 
Will take you one of a city, and two of a fa- 
% mily, and I will bring you to Zion; andI 
will give you paſtors, according to my heart, 
« who ſhall feed you with knowledge and under- 
« ſtanding :“ a promiſe which hath a ſpecial 


reference to goſpel times and goſpel proviſions, 


for our ſpiritual good. The goſpel is a bleſſing, 
and a goſpel miniſtry a mercy and gift of God, 
awhich .can never be ſufficiently prized and im- 
proved by us.——1 hope I may fay, This day 
40 is this ſcripture fulfilled in your ears. Our 


reverend brother, who hath this day taken the 


overſight of this church, hath witneſſed a good 
confeſſion before many witneſſes ; thereby ſhew- 
ing his knowledge of the ever-bleſſed goſpel, 
and that he is not aſhamed of the ſacred and 
momentuous truths therein contained ; and 1 
greatly hope, that, through the continual aids of 
grace, his labours ſhall not be in vain in the 


Lord + but eminently bleſſed and owned, for 
the ſalvation of many fouls, 


4 Jer. i, 14, 15. * Luke iv. 21. f 1 Cor. xv, * 
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c Z ; 
The fervice aſſigned me in this day's ſolemni- 
ß is, to addreſs you my Chriſtian friends of this 
opel community, in relation to the preſent 
amerey ; as being now again provided with a paſ- 
tor to go in and out before you, and to break 
the bread of life unto you. And, as the ground 
ofqamy diſcourſe, F-ſhall direct your thoughts to 
that important and affectionate addreſs of the 
apoſtle to the believing Hedrews. | 


- 
- 


| S tt 
5 Hennzws XIII. 22. | 
] beſeech you, brethren, ſuffer the word of 
..... . *.exhortation.”. TASTY 
This epiſtle to the Hebrews is, indeed, one of 
the largeſt that was given under divine inſpirati- 
on, but, in the laſt clauſe of this verſe, it is ſaid to 
'be © written in few words,“ i. e. conſidering the 
variety, and importance of the ſubjects treated of 
in it ; ſo many things, ſo great and intereſting to 
the ſouls of men, and theſe ſo clearly and yet ſo com- 
pendiouſly diſcuſſed, (within the compaſs of a fin- 
gle epiltte)as ſerve ſtrongly to evidence the divine 
and infallible Spirit, by which it was indited. The 
apoſtle, in the words read, is drawing to the cloſe 
of his whele defign ; wherein he beautifully reca- 
pitulates the ſubject, and withal renews his affec- 
tionate requeſt to them, that they would take one! 
heed tothe things which he had written.“ Ibeſeech 
you, * brethren, Sc. i. e. (in the language of a 
late judicious paraphraſtF)—* And now to draw 
 * to a cloſe, My dear brethren, whom I love, 
c not only as my kindred according to the fleſh, 
DLLs eſpecially as fellow Chriſtians, I earneſtly 


+ Guyſe in loc. 
11 8 Bt } te beg 


(ol 


<<. beg of you, that, laying aſide all prejudices, 
c ye would take in good part, and readily receive 
and comply with the word of exhortation, in- 
« cluding all the inſtructions and cautions which 
« I have given you in this epiſtle; and that you 
« will not think it too long or tedious : for, 
«© though it be larger than ſome. others of my 
„ writing, I have ſummed vp the doctrines re- 
e lating to the Moſaic law, and to the perſon, 
4 offices, and goſpel of Chriſt, in as ſhort a com- 
„ paſs as I could, conſiſtent with the vaſt im- 
„ portance of the things themſelves, and your 
e concernment in them, and with my great af- 
« fection for you; as alſo in compariſon with 
* the much greater enlargement I could have 
** gone into, had it ſeemed needful for you.” 

I would therefore adopt the language and ſpirit 
of our apoſtle in the text, while, I attempt to. 
employ the preſent minutes, for your inſtruction 
in reference to this day's ſolemnity. 

And in doing this, I would, 
I. Make a few remarks upon the manner“ 
of the apoſtle's addreſs. | 

II. Point out the principal * matters” of ex- 
hortation to which he refers. And, 

III. Imitate this great pattern, by giving you 
a few words of exhortation, ſuited to the preſent 
occaſion, 0 

I. I propoſe briefly to remark unon the man- 
ner” in which the great apoſtle addreſſes: theſe 
believing Hebrews. And here the following 
things are worth our notice. ED 

R. 1. In dealing with the conſciences of men, 
and diſpenfing the word of life unto them, the 
ſpirit, which ſhould breath through all our mi- 
niſtrations, is a ſpirit of love, friendſhip, and 
condeſcenſion. Here is the great apoſtle of the 

E gen- 


_- 


* , | 4H, 
1 
gentle ſpeaking by the infallible dictates of the 
Divine Spirit, inſtructing theſe Hebrews in the 
great things of God's grace, and their own. duty 
and intereſt: every word therefore was clothed 
with a divine commiſſon and authority; yer, 
you meet with nothing that is imperious, dicta- 
torial, or lordly, I beſeech you, &c.“ Inſtea 
of authoritative injunctions, he deals in kind an 
Affectionate perſuaſions; he uſes the kindeſt in- 
treaties, where he might have enjoined with the 
moſt high and abſolute authority: and herein he 
ſtands as a bleſſed example to all diſpenſers of the 
{ame goſpel, that we may carefully walk in his ſteps, 
R. 2. People often want moſt perſuading to 
attend to thoſe things which are moſt benefiicial, 
and for their greateſt good. Thus it is parti- 
cularly in hearing the word. It is of very great 
importance, that we attend to the word of 
faith +,” i. e. the great and bleſſed truths relating 
to the way of falvation, ſo as to gain juſt and ad- 
equate ideas of them, as goſpel doctrines; but, 
it is of much greater importance to attend to the 
application of this grace to our own ſouls, and 
the actual exemplificaticn of things there. And 
this is the tendency of the word of exhorta- 
tion;“ which you ſee the apoſtle ſingles out, and 
in a ſpecial manner preſſeth their religious regards 
to and remembrance of. baren, Le 
R. 3. There is a criminal reluctance and back - 
wardneſs in mens minds, to the receiving and re- 
liſhing ** the word of exhortation.“ This is a ſad 
inſtance of man's natural depravity, which is not 
unfrequently heightened, and that greatly, by 
weakneſſes and prejudices, otherways contracted. 
_ The apoſtle was well aware of the depraved work- 
ings of the human heart, and how ſtrongly our 
e + Rom. x. 8. | . 


- . 
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minds 


#3 


minds are prone to be prejudiced, and ſet agaiaft 


the means of our greateſt benefit; wherefore he 


intreats them to **ſuffer the word of exhortation;ꝰ 


he makes it his ſpecial petition, that they would | 


receive it in good part, permit it to have an 
entrance and due weight with them, give, what 
he had faid of this kind, proper entertainment, 
and not ſhut the door of their hearts againſt it, 
or paſs it over, in a ſlight and trifling way. And 
it, indeed, greatly argues the ſpecial dominion of 
grace, and a ſpiritual ſubjection to the true goſ- 
pel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, when our hearts 


are brought to reliſh and embrace the word of 


_ Exhortation,” with Chriſtian readineſs, reverence, 

and love. Much of the contrary is to be ſeen 
among profeſſors in every age: for how many are 
there, that profeſs a liking and a zeal for the doc- 
trines of free grace, and ſalvation by Chriſt, who 
will by no means bear with thoſe parts of our mi- 
niſtrations, which relate to the ſpirit and the work 
of the goſpel! While miniſters dwell upon the 
fulneſs, freeneſs, and riches of goſpel grace, and 
hold forth, doctrinally, the great and exalted be- 
nefits of Chriſt's redemption, together with the 
power and faithfulneſs of that great Undertaker 
of our falvation, men of this caſt are all ear, and 
all commendation and applauſe: but, when, with 
the apoftle, they come to deliver the word of 
exhortation,”* i. e. to ſet before them the neceſſi- 
ty of goſpel holineſs, and goſpel obedience, of a 
conſcientious and diligent uſe and improvement 
of the ordinances and means of grace, and of the 
Chriſtian's keeping a ſtrict watch over his ſpirit 


and temper, his walk and deportment, fo as to 


pleaſe God; preſſing and urging theſe things, 
as parts of the authoritative wlll of Heaven, the 


neceſſary fruits and evidences of the truth of their 


E 2 T5 faith, 
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Faith, and ; and perſonal intereſt. in the bleſ- 
lings revealed; - preſently they ſink quite low in 
ſuck profeſſors eſteem; the character of dark, and 
dry, and legal preachers, is ſoon the character fix- 
ed upon the moſt zealous and affectionate lovers 
of their hearers ſouls;. and it is well, if, with our 
utmoſt intreaties, we can gain a cool and patient 
hearing from ſuch perſons. In direct contraſt to 
ſuch a ſpirit, the real Chriſtian is humbly deſirous 
of knowing what the pure and perfect will of 
«© GodF” is, and of having his heart and actions 
conſcientiouſly conformed to the precepts, as well 
as animated ,and comforted by the promiſes uf 
the word. To cultivate this ſacred temper in the 
hearts of theſe Hebrews, the apoſtle writes, I 
te beſeech you, brethren, ſuffer the word of ex- 

„ hortation.“ 85 Eh, ; 
And, from the example in the text, we alſo 
learn, R. 4. That true and faithful diſpenſers of 
the word, (thoſe whoſe hearts are warm, as the 
apoſtle's was, for the ſalvation of immortal ſouls) 
muſt needs perſevere in declaring . all the coun- 
ſel of God“ and in diſcharging the whole of 
their commiſſion received ; i. e. they are not only 
to preach the truths of God in a doctrinal, ſpecu- 
lative way, but, to bring matters home, to the 
hearts and conſciences of men; to deal much, 
not only in the word of faith, but of ** exhorta- 
tion” alſo; and, in love and compaſſion to the 
ſouls of men, to intreat and beſeech them to re- 
ceive and give good heed unto it, as matter of 
their ſpecial duty and intereſt, if they ever pro- 
poſe any perſonal and ſaving good by a preached 
goſpel. But paſſing theſe points, as leſs ſuited to 
my preſent province, I proceed to the next ge- 

neral, which is; 5 : | 

+ Rom. xii. 2. Ace xx. 27. 
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II. To point ont the principal matters“ of 
exhortation to which the text refers. And what 
are theſe? If ye caſt your eyes upon your Bibles, 
ye will find many weighty and excellent duties, to 
which we are exhorted in this chapter, ſuch as, 
Let brotherly love continue”—** Be not for- 
* getful to entertain ſtrangers”—** Remember 
4 them that are in bonds“ Let your converſa- 
tion be without covetouſneſs+,” & c. But, in 
the judgment of the beſt expoſitors, our apoſtle, 


in this exhortation, is carrying their thoughts back, 


not merely upon the things mentioned in the im- 
mediate context, but, to all the particulars of 


counſel and advice, which he had given through 
the ſeveral parts of this epiſtle. And it may not 
be unſeaſonable, or without its uſe, to obſerve, 


that, this excellent epiſtle conſiſts of ſeveral di- 
ſtin& ſermons, or regular, ſet diſcourſes; wherein 


the inſpired penman not only ſtates and proves 


the doctrinal points of which he treats, but ſub- 
Joins a cloſe and pertinent applicatipn and im- 
provement of each as he goes along. Thus let it 
be obſerved. 

1, The epiſtle opens with the bleſſed and glo- 
rious doctrine of the perſon and miſſion of the Son 
of God ; the infinite dignity of his perſon, and the 


unparallelled greatneſs of his miſſion and work. 


„God, who, at ſundry times, and in divers man- 


« ners, ſpake in times paſt unto our fathers by the 
„ prophets, hath, in theſe laſt days, ſpoken unto . 


us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of 
« all things, by whom alſo he made the worlds, 
c who being the brightneſs of his glory*,” &c. 
The improvement of theſe wonderful diſcoveries 


. is made chap. ii. 1—5, 


+ Verſe 1, &c. Chap. i. 1, 2, 3. 
K 3 2. The 
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2. The apoſtle's ſecond diſcourſe treats of the 
;ncarnation of Chriſt, and the neceſſity there was 
for it, from ver. 5. to the end of the ſecond chap- 
ter; of whichſhe makes the proper uſe in chap. 
ili. and the beginning of the ivth. 
3. His third diſcourſe holds forth that bleſſed 
ſpiritual and everlaſting reſt, which the incarnate 
Saviour hath . procured and aſcertained, by his 
death and blood ſhed, to all believers. This be- 
gins at chap. iv. 2. which alſo is improved in a 
moſt encouraging and conſolating manner from 
the 14th verſe to the end. 

4. He next proceeds to treat of the prieſtly 
office of Chriſt in particular, and the excellency 
of that ſort or order of prieſthood which he is of 
not a prieſt after the order of Aaron, but after an 
higher and more perfect one, namely, the order 
« of Melchiſedec :” fo conſtituted by him that 
ſaid, Thou art a prieſt for ever, after the order 
% of Melchiſedec+.” This point wo he 1 improves 
from ver. 11. to the end of chap. v 

5. The ſéventh chapter — the ſubject, 
reſp ectin bg the higher order, and peculiar typical 
| 3 of Melchiſedec's prieſthood above that of 
Aaron; and this particularly, as to the greater 
dignity. of his 235 and the perpetuity of his 

character and office, of whom *'itis witneſſed that 

« he livetb;ꝰ while Aaron and his ſons could not 
4 continue by reaſon of death*.” And this ſub- 
;ject is beautifully uſed to the confirmation and fer- 
vice of our faith, from ver. 25. to the end. And, 

6. In cloſe connection with the former, we are 
inſenſibly led 1 into the doctrine of the two co- 
* venants;” on which this diſtinction of the two 
orders of prieſthood is founded; and which ne- 
ceſſarily introduces a difference of diſpenſation : 


+ Ch. v v. 6. ? Ver. 8, 23, of 


L 5s. } 

of which matters the apoſtle treats at large in the 
eighth, the ninth, and part of the tenth chaprers ;. 
to which he ſubjoins the practical improvement, 
chap. x. from the nineteenth verſe to the end. 
And having mentioned faith, as the ſpecial means 
of our becoming perſonally intereſted in this great 
 high-prieſt and ſurety of the better covenant, _ 
7. The ſeventh and laſt diſcourſe is employed 
the doctrine of faith : this he firſt defines+, 

and then beautifully illuſtrates, as to its ſpecial 
nature, acts, and effects, by a variety of inſtances 
and examples of Old Teſtament believers, who, 


though they lived under a leſs perfect diſpenſa- 


tion of grace, yet were eminent and lively pat- 
terns for our imitation. — Then follows a moſt 
judicious and animated improvement of this point 
alſo, in the xiith chapter throughout : when, 
drawing towards the cloſe of his whole deſign, we 


have the exhartation to many perſonal and relative 


duties, of a more miſcellaneous nature, which is 
properly the general improvement of the whole 


and at the end of all the reſt, is the remarkable. 


affectionate entreaty under our conſideration, *< [ 
„ beſetech you, brethren, ſuffer the word of ex- 
% hortation.”—- Therefore, | 

What I have farther before me, under this 
head, is to ſingle out a few inſtances of the 
principal things that had been propoſed to their 
ſerious conſideration, by way of miniſterial exhor- 
tation and advice, and which our apoſtle is here 
ſo earneſtly deſirous they would be careful to re- 
tain in their minds and memories. | 

And here my main difficulty is to bring my 
ſubject into a proper compaſs; nor will our time 


allow of much more than the bare mentioning of 


the things int ended. 
+ Chap, xi. 1, E 
"+ 1. When 
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1. When the apoſtle is thus earneſtly beleech- 
ing theſe believing Hebrews and us, to © ſuffer 
* the word of exhortation,” he principally in- 
tends our © ſpiritual adherence and attachment 
&* to Chriſt, and a life of faith on him.” 
| The great ſubject of this epiſtle, and indeed of 
the whole goſpel, is the doctrine of the perſon, 
offices and work, of the incarnate Saviour. He is 
the great friend of ſinners, and the only object 
of their humble confidence and hope toward God; 
the only and effectual medium of our acceſs to 
God, and acceptance with him; our great and 
everliving high-prieſt, who, by his one offer- 
ing, hath perfected forever them that are ſanc- 
« tified : to him, therefore, all the called of 
God are taught * to flee for refuge as the hope 
<« ſet before * m*.” There is ſalvation in no 
- © other];” but this is the © great ſalvation” which 
contains therein every thing which deſerves the 
name of a refuge and a reſt. Hence the apoſtle 
is very early in giving that ſolemn expoſtylation, 
% How ſhall we eſcape if we negleR ſo great ſal- 
« yation.|-?” And he gives it as his moſt ſacred 
counſel, ©* Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers 
* of the heayenly calling, conſider the apoſtle and 
% high-prieſt of our profeſſion, Chriſt Jeſus |," 
4, e. conſider him in his perſon, undertaking, and 
work; conſider him in his grace, faithfulneſs, 
and power to ſave; conſider him in his authority 
and right of claim to your moſt ſtedfaſt adherence, 
fiithful attachment, entire dependence, and un- 
feigned ſpiritual obedience. Wherefore he fur- 
ther exhorts, Take heed, brethren, leſt there be 
sin any of you an evil heart of unbelief in depart- 
ing from the living God d, &c. To depart 


+ Ch. x. 14. Chap. vi. AM t Acts iv. 12+ 
4 Heb. ii. 3, | Chap. M. 1. Ver. 12. 
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from Chriſt, is to depart from the living God;” 
*tis to depart from Jelus, and tutn the back 1 2 
on that ſpiritual and everlaſting reſt, which he 
alone can lead us to the poſſeſſion of. Hence 
the exhortation, Let us therefore fear, leſt, a 
„ promiſe being left us of entring into his reſt, 
* any of you ſhould ſeem to come ſhort of 
„it .“ Yea, * let us labour therefore to 
enter into that reſt, leſt any man fall, after the 
« ſame example of unbelief *.” Wherefore, 
cc brethren, ſuffer the word of exhortationꝰ on 
this intereſting point. 65 | 
2. This word of exhortation ” reſpects 
„the Chriſtian's real and ſenſible progreis, in 
the life of grace and holineſs. “ 

It is, my Chriſtian' Friends, an unſpeakable 
mercy to be built upon the right foundation, 
and to know experimentally what it is to“ have 
fled for refuge to the hope ſet before us ;” bur, 
there are other, and further cares, that lie before 
us, viz. that, we make good proficiency. in the 
ſpiritual life. It concerns the pilgrim, not only 
to ſet out well, but to held on, and make ſenſi- 
ble progrels in his journey.—The Chriſtian's life 
is a progreſſive life; he goes on “ from ſtrength 
to ſtrength .“ To this our apoſtle refers, when 
he exhorts, Wherefore leaving the principles 
< of the doctrine of Chriſt, let us go on to per- 
«« feCtion : leaving them,“ not as ſome do, 
by departing from them, and giving them up, 
as of no Farther account in the Chriſtian. life; 
but, the meaping is, not reſting in them, or 
contenting ourſelves with preſent meaſures of at- 
tainment, as unſound hearts are apt to do, flat- 
tering themſelves they know enough to' carry 
- + Chap. iv. 1. Ver. 11. [ We 7. 
„ 

| them 
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. them to heaven, and they care for no more.: but. 
this is acting as if the building was finiſhed, be- 


cauſe the foundation is laid; whereas, there is the 
ſuperſtructure alſo, which muſt be diligently and 
carefully carried on, till the whole is compleated. 
And, “we deſire, ſays our ſacred exhorter, that 
every one of you do ſhew the ſame diligence, 
< to the full aſſurance of hope unto the end; that 
« ye be not flothful, but followers of them, who 
e thro* faith and patience inherit the promiſesF;” 
or, as the apoſtle in another epiſtle——*© Not as 
« tho” I had already attained, either were already 
«« perfect; but this one thing Ido, forgetting thoſe 
« things which are behind, and reaching forth to 
* thoſe things which are before, I preſs towards 
« the mark“, &c.”--Now, this ſpiritual progreſs, 
of which we are ſpeaking, includes the whole of 
the Chriſtian's life as ach : it reſpects his know- 
ledge, his faith, his holineſs, and his uniform 
obedience, his utmoſt eſſayed uniformity of heart, 
lip, and life, to the preceptive will of Chriſt, his 
Lord and Redeemer. Ir is the believer's bounden 
duty to aim continually at a greater proficiency 
in all, —And there is room for it! ſeeing at beſt 
« we know but in part, and propheſy but in 
part: little we know, little we believe, and leſs 
we practice. Suffer therefore the word of ex- 
hortation,“ that, ye carefully endeavour, in the 
ſtrength of grace, to go on unto perfectionꝭ;“ 
„that ye uſe all diligence to add to your faith 
virtue, to virtue e eee 
< 'patience--godlineſs--brotherly kindneſs - cha- 
&« rity : for it theſe things be in you, and abound, 
e they make you, that ye ſhall neither be barren 
% nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord 
* Jeſus Chriſt .“ But, to proceed, 

+ Chap. vi. 11, 12. Phil. iii. 12, 13. f 1 Cor. xiii. 9. 
nr 
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3. This word of exhortation”” reſpects alſo a 
people's ſtedfaſt adherence to their goſpel pro- 
feflion.” Having known the truth, the Lord 
our God ies our ſteady profeſſion of it, and 
walk in it. It is a diſtinguiſhing mercy to enjoy 
the goſpel in its purity and power; hence both 
our duty and intereſt call for a ſteady uniform 
zeal for it, maintenance of it, and a confcientious 
diſcharge of all the ſpiritual obligations which our 
privileges lay us under. Here, for inſtance, 
(..) It is a people's duty and intereſt to guard 
their faith,” to hold faſt the form of ſound words. 
Hold faſt the form of ſound words (ſays the 
apoſtle) which thou haſt heard of me, in faith and 
love which is in Chriſt Jeſus .“ The truths of 
the ever · bleſſed goſpel (** that faith once delivered 
* to the ſaints” ) ought to be eſteemed as a moſt 
precious jewel, which is not to be ealily parted 
with, but highly prized, and carried in our very 
boſom, .leſt thoſe that © handle the word deceit- 
fully 4“ ſteal it from us, and, ere we are aware, 
rob us of ſo great a treaſure. Hence the exhor- 
tation, Be not carried about with divers and 
++ ſtrange doctrines; for it is a good thing that 
the heart be eſtabliſhed with grace 5.“ The 
truths of God are eſtabliſhing truths, and it is a 
good thing when a church and people are eſta- 
bliſhed in them, ſo as to maintain their adherence 
to them without wavering. Many profeſſors (alas! 
too many in our day) are like children, toſſed to 
and fro, and carried about with every wind of 
«© doctrine, by the ſleight of men, even the cun- 
„ning craftineſs of them that lie in wait to de- 
ceive ||.” With ſuch ſort of profeſſors the whole 
of religion ſeems to lie in altering their creed ; 

+ 2 Tim. i. 13. Jude ver. 3. 12 Cœ. . 2. 
I "1 


n 
in falling in love with every new opinion, and 
fanciful ſingularity they can pick up, however 
contrary to ſound doctrine, and the faith they 
once received. But, how fad the ſymptom! when 
thoſe that ſeemed to begin in the ſpirit, thus ſadly 
end in the fleſhF,”* „ turning aſide to another 
* goſpel, which indeed is not another goſpel “,“ 
but a miſchievous and dangerous perverſion of 
the goſpel of Chriſt. Thus to apoſtatize from 
the truth, and turn enemies and blaſphemers of 
the goſpel they once profeſſed, is, according to 
our apoſtle, one of the moſt deplorable conditions 
men can well be in! For it is impoſſible for 
«thoſe who were once enlightened, and have 
«taſted of the heavenly gift, &c. if they ſhall fall 
« away, to renew them again unto repentance; 
« ſeeing they have crucified to themſelves the Son 
<< of Godatreſh, and put him to an open ſhameF.” 
Therefore we ought to give the more earneſt 
<« heed to the things which we have heard, left 
«at any time we ſhould let them flip $.” 

(2: This maintenance of our Chriſtion pro- 
feſſion reſpects ** the conſtancy and regularity of 
our worſhip and walk, and a diligent attendance 
to the privileges and duties, of our church-rela- 
tion.“ A church of Chriſt is a number of believ- 
ers, united according to the laws of Chriſt, agree- 
ing to join in the public profeſſion of the truth, 
and to walk together in all the ſtatutes and ordi- 
© nances, which he hath appointed. It is therefore 
a matter of no ſmall importance, that every one 
of us move and act in our proper ſphere ; that, 
we hold faſt our profeſſion ;“ that, we be re- 
gular and ſteady in our places, not forſaking 
« the aſſembling ourſelves together, as the man- 
.. + Gal. iii. 3. Chap. i. 6, 7. I Chap. vi. 4. 
$ Chap. ii. 1. Chap. iv. 14. N 
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cc ner of ſome is, but exhorting,” and ſtirring up | 


<* one another,“ to an active and due perfor- 
mance of every Chriſtian ſervice, whereby we may 
edify, not ourſelves only, but one another alſo. 
Thus the apoſtle Jude exhorts : © Theſe be they 
«© who ſeparate themſelves, ſenſual, not having 
the Spirit; but ye, beloved, building up your- 
«« ſelves in your moſt holy faith, praying in the 
« Holy Ghoſt, keep yourſelves in the 
God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jeſus 
« Chriſt unto eternal life“. And how beautifully 
doth our apoſtle improve the doctrine of Chriſt's 
prieſthood to this purpoſe! And having an 
« High prieſt over the houſe of God, let us 
« draw near with a true heart,” &. Let us 
& hold faſt the profeſſion of our faith, without 
« wavering, for he is faithful that has promiſed : 
<« and let us conſider one another, to provoke 


c unto love and good works; not forſaking the 


«« aſſembling of ourſelves together, &c. 

] beſeech you, brethren, to ſuffer the word of 

c exhortation” in this matter; tis of great im- 

25% ti to your well-being as a church and 
ple. 9 


Thus much for this third inſtance; but once 


more, 823 
4. When the apoſtle intreats, that, we would 
<« ſuffer the word of exhortation,” he had his eye 
no leſs, ** upon the whole of the Chriſtian's tem- 
per, and his external deportment, and walk in 
the world.” The true grace of God is a ſacred 
lant, which takes its root in the Chriſtian's heart, 
ut brings forth its fruits in his life and con- 
verſation ; ſo that they who are really the children 
of God are led by the Spirit of GodF,” and they 


+ Chap. x. 25, Jude 20, 21. Chap. x. 21. Kc. 
who 
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per, men of another caſt and pöndück, to the 
reſt 5 the world. "Hence the exlioftation of our 
Lotd ＋ 1 Let your light ſo Mine before 
Dt your way ſee your g00d works, arid 
ay odr iter which is in heaven. oo 

gn th I of many lies within a very. little 
comifials. The embracing a ſet of religious e opi- 
ron and zealouſly attaching themſelves to the 
of the ſame ſpirit with themſelves, is the 
8 0 e of what altitudes know of religion. So 
12 are they of things divine, and 55 to 
kn, tory; to uſual. modes and forms, that, th hey 
allow themſelyes a moments cloſeenquiry; 
whereas true religion, and unidefiled, - is a very 
different matter; 18 A ſpark of heavenly lite 
in the ſoul of man,” which exerts and diſcovers 
- itſelf by the proper exerciſe of the ſeveral grices 
Which form the Chriſtian character, and by the 
diligent performance of the ſeveral duties of the 

Chriſtian life, ſuited 'to our reſpektive circum- 
Rances and conditions; duties both perſonal and 
relative, private and ſocial :' and this our i 

Lord terms our bringing forth fruit,“ 

< herein (ſays he) is my 22 glorified, wy ye 
bring forth much fruit, ſo ſhall ye be my diſ- 
ve ciples®”, Now, all "theſe particulars” furniſh 
out your miniſter with farther and diſtinct matter 
for * the word' of exhortation,” and in this way 
apoſtle fills up the two laſt chapters of 'this 
great E epiltle. He exhorts, *< that, having ſuch a 

& cloud of witneſſes" he had * before men- 
tioned) tee would lay aſide N weight, an | 
« the ſin which doth ſo eaſily beſet us, and fo 


Wh © wit patience run the race that is ſet before us, 
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8 
ing to Jeſus, the author and Kniſtier of our 
th: and having propeſed Him, as the 
great pattern for Chriſtian imitation, he role 
to inſtance in various patticulars; ſuck as patien&s 
under burthens, ſubmiſſion in afflictions, courage 
in the face of oppoſitions; in holinefs,. purity, 
piety, circumſpection, and godly fear, unto "the 
end, remembring, that, our God is a conſum- 
* ing fire“. And in this thirteenth chapter he 
deſcends to relative and ſocial duties alſo, which 
are no leſs neceſſary and praiſe-worthy in their 
laces 3 ſuch as ! love to the brethren ; hoſpitality 
ſtrangers ; ſympathy with'the oppreſſs | libe. 
rality to the neceſſitous ; urity and chaſtity to- 
wards all, together with that Nel of content - 
ment, e with ſuch thin $ as we have, 
„ ſeeing that God hath ſaid, I will never leave 
<« thee nor forſake thee : ſo that we may boldly 


80 look 


“ ſay, the Lord is my helper, and I will not fear 


* what man can do unto meg.“ 


By this time we may gather, in ſome good good mea- 


ſite? what the apoſtle upon his heart, when 


he thus makes it This laſt td, in the language 
of moſt affectionate importunity, · and I beſeech 
© you,brethren,ſfuffer the word of exhortation.” — 


This leads us to what was farther propoſed, viz. 


III. To imitate the apoſtle, by giving you, 
(my chriſtian friends) a few words of exhorta- | 
tion, referring in a ſpecial manner to the work 
* buſineſs of this day. And, 6 

1. „ Suffer the word of exhortation, when 1 
ſay, © Bleſs God for this day's merciful provi- 
& ſion.“ It is the prerogative of God alone to 
provide a people with . a paſtor according co hi 
66 heart,” Every goſpel miniſter is ſent forth an 

t Chap. xii. 1, 2. Ver. 29. 1 Ver. 1, . 
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ſpirited of God; it is the Lord who giveth. us 
both our commiſſion and our gifts; it is He wh 
in the courſe of his providence, *© opens a doot 
of utterance f to us; it is He who inclines a peo- 
ples hearts to chuſe, and inclines a miniſter's heart 
to undertake. “ the ' overſight of them®” in the 
Lord; if is He alſo, who according to his infi- 
nite wiſdom ant! grace, grants us all our accep- 
tance, and our ſucceſs. Receive your paſtor and 
miniſter therefore as the ſpecial proviſion and gift 
of God for your ſpiritual edification and good.— 
To overlook the hand of the Lord herein, is to 
overlook and in a ſort to deſpiſe the very fountain 
of all your mercies. Religion teaches us, to keep 
our grateful eye here, in the beſtowment of every 
bleſſing both of providence and grace. What- 
ever the means, - whoever the inſtruments, the 
Lord himſelf is the author of all our mercies.— 
Wherefore, 1 

de Bleſs God from your hearts, that He hath 
e graciouſly brought you again into a ſettled 

” Nate.” Recollect your anxious fears, that, the 
Lord would leave you deſtitute, and ſuffer you to 
be ſcattered and ſeparated as ſheep without a 
* ſhepherd.” The inconveniences and diſad- 
vantages, nay, the unſpeakable damage of ſuch 
a fituation, have been in part experienced, and 
may be eaſily conceived ; not only diſcourage- 
ments of heart, but great and evident declenſions, 
and decays of vital religion, are generally the fad _ 
conſequences of ſuch a diſpenſation ; how ſhould 
it be otherwiſe ? when this is one of the moſt ſo- 
lemn tokens of God's diſpleaſure : but, bleſſed be 
God, he. has been better to you than all your 
fears, preventing you with his goodneſs,$” and 
e putting a new ſong into your mouths|.” _ 
+ Col. ir. 3. 1 Pet. v. 2 f Match. ix. 36. 
; Pſalm xxi. 3. | Pſalm xl. 3. | . 
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* Prize the. mercy that He hath continued the 
** real goſpel among you,” A people may be 
provided with a miniſter in judgement, . not in 
metcy, When they are left ro make the unhappy 


© Choice of one after their own hearts, rather than 


after God's heart, this is the caſe. To be fixed 


with a ſpiritual guide who is himſelf ignorant 
of, or elſe an enemy to the true goſpe! of Jeſus | 
Chriſt, or, who at beſt is unſettle | 


| and wavering 
about important points, is to be worſe than un- 
er it is to be in continual hazard of being 
d out of the ways of peace, inſtead of being 
guided in them; the conſequence bere, is not 
only dangerous but may be fatal. Further, 
_ Having the great thing ſecured, (as I cruſt) 
in your preſent ſettlement, viz. the ancient, ge- 
nuine, pure “ goſpel of the grace of God ,“ 
guard againſt laying an undue ſtreſs on leſſer 
<< matters.” It is really a great weakneſs and 


_ folly in many hearers, that, however ſound a 


miniſter may be in the faith, howeveg ſubſtantial 
and truly ſpirited his diſcourſes, yer if there be 


ſome little matters in the manner” of his diſ- 


1 the word, different from what they have 
n uſed to, they are almoſt as much diſcom- 
4 15 as if he came with another goſpel. In- 

ances. need not be given, the apoſtle's exhorta- 
tion is good, to ſuch perſons; Brethren, be 
„not children in underſtanding, howhbeit in ma- 
« lice be ye children, but in underſtanding be 
« ye men *,” Nor is it a ſmall inſtance of man- 
ly underſtanding, and that wiſdom which is 
from above I,“ carefully in all things to di- 
ſinguiſh between matters ſubſtantial, and mat- 
ters merely circumſtantial and indifferent; be- 


„ 


+ Ac xx. 24 1 Cox. xiv, 20. f James iii. 17. 
F teen 
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ä 
tween the wholeſome ſavoury precious food, that 
is ſet before you, and the exact manner in 
Which it is ſerved up, fof your ſpiritual nouriſh- 
ment and uſe. Miniſterjal gifts and abilites 
greatly differ, but while the ſame bleſſed and 
everlaſting goſpel is preached with faithfulneſs 
and fervour, a people haye great {reaſon to re- 
Joice in their privileges, and “e the grace wherein 
t* they ſtand F.“ -In a word, therefore carefully 
diſtinguiſh between the idle trifling ſpirit and 
humour of a critic and caviller, and the ſerious, 
humble, teachable ſpirit of the real chriſtian, who 
comes to ordinances, with a ſacred thirſt after the 
word, that he may be inſtructed, edified, and 
. comforted thereby. © Let us therefore follow af- 
F* ter the things that make for peace, and things 
% wherewith one may edify another?“ 
2. Endeavour conſcientiouſly to diſcharge 
& your duties, which you owe to him that is now 
+ ſet over you in the Lord,” You owe your mi- 
niſter much love and eſteem, much reverence 
and reſpect, —beneficence and kindneſs. You 
owe him your company and ſtated attendance on 
his miniſtrations, together with your conſtant 
endeavours, to make his relation, ſituation, and 
labours, lightſome, and pleaſant, by all manner 
of means. To this end, let him know the be- 
nefit and ſervice he is of, to your ſouls. And as 
many as © have taſted the Lord is gracious $,” 
* give up yoyrſelves to the Lord ,“ in church 
communion, this will greatly encourage his heart 
and ſtrengthen his hands in his Maſter's work, 
And in this, and every other caſe, ** ſuffer the 
te word of exhortation,” not only from him, ho 
+ Rom v. 2, Rom. xiv. 19. $ 1 Pet. ii. 3. 
J Cor, viii. 5. Fey r 


: "= 
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is now ſpeaking, but from your paſtor alſo in the 
courſe of his ſtated miniſtrations among you. 
Permit him to be faithful to your ſouls; receive 
every part of the truth in the love of it, not only 
in doctrinal matters, but when he is ©* reproving, 
* rebuking, and exhorting, with all = Fry. 
„ alfo+,” according to the many preſcriptions an 

examples in the word. Not that I would be un- 
dierſtood to mean, it is the duty of a people to 
pin their faith on their miniſter's ſleeve (as the 
common phraſe is) i. e. to take every thing as 
goſpel, which their preacher may utter ; but, it is 
their duty, to give good heed to ihe things 
that are ſpoken, to weigh them well in the 
balance of the ſanctuary, and upon the convic- 
tion of their own judgments and conſciences, that, 
the things delivered, are according to icripture, 
{ſound bible divinity) they are nor at liberty to 
Night or reject ſuch things, as if they were © the 
* word of man,” but ought to take them to their 
hearts as they are in truth, ** the word of God®” 
himſelf ; a meſſage clothed with his authority, and 
which muſt be received with the ** obedience of 
faith.“ See then that ye refuſe not him that 
te ſpeaks, —for if they eſeaped not who refuſed 
* him that ſpake on earth, much more ſhall not 
$ we eſcape, if we turn away from him that 
70 ſreakerh from heaven d;“ and this the great 
0 apoſtle of our profeſſion Þ” really does, by the 
lips of his miniſters, when they preach *« the truth 
«as it is in Jeſus||.” In fine, you owe your mi- 
niſter your prayers, fervent and continual prayers 
for him, that he may proſper in ſoul -and body, 
and that he may be greatly uſeful to your ſouls 


+ 2 Tim. iv. 3. > * I Theſſ. ii. 13. 1 Ride, 151. 4 
$ Heb. xii. 25. 1 Heb. iii. 2. | Eph. iv. 21. 
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wich is yirtully praxing for yourſalves, whi 
1 diſcharging. your duty towards him, an: 


R * 3 


eatly prepamng your hearts for a profitable re- 
8 of the word at his mouth. And if pec le 


made conſcience of praying more for their mi- 
nilter, they, would experience greater good by his 
labours, Therefore, Brethren, pray for us, that 
*© the word of the Lord may have free courſe, and 
& be glorified * 1 7 
guffer the word of exhortation,” when I 
add, * labour, brethren, to walk not only towards 
your paſtor, but alſo towards one another in a 
<< ſpirit and temper becoming the goſpel.” — 
Live in peace, and * the God of peace ſhall 
« be with you:“ walk in love,” and © the God 
« of love®” will dwell among you, © Let brother- 
&* ly kindneſs$,” mutual forbearance, tender ſym- 
pathy, unity, harmony, charity, all have their free 
and unlimited ſcope and ſway in your hearts and 
actions; and you will be an happy people, and 
your paſtor an happy miniſter. ** Watch and 
„pray, my chriſtian friends, againſt all degrees 
9 and conceit, pride and ſelf . will.— 
Theſe are the ſnares of the devil in which many a 
romiſing profeſſor hath been taken and ruined, 
| — 81 what is that? but, to ſet up for 
correctors of others in what we need to be much 
better inſtructed ourſelves; and what is ſelf-will ? 
but, to perſiſt in having our own way, though 


deſtitute of all proper reaſon to ſupport it.— Theſe 5 


are the fruits of pride, that pernicious vice of the 
mind, which deſtroys much good, and is often 
the inlet to the worſt of evils. Errors, hereſies, 


Vrathful debates, a breach of affection and of 


+ 2 Theſſ. iii. 1, * 2 Cor, xiii. 11. Eph. v. 2+ 
$ 2 Pet. i. 7. Matth. xxvi. 41. 
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52 led But to cloſe the whole, 
4.“ Labour, my dear friends, after a conſcien- 
< tious, ſtrictly holy and ornamental walk in all 
things, as in the ſight of God our Father,” 
Remember his gracious word to the patriarch 
Abraham, © Iam God Almighty,” your all- ſuf- 
ficient God, and all- ſufficient good in all caſes, 
therefore walk before me, and be thou per- 
« fe&t*.” Endeavour conſtantly in the ſtrength _ 
-of Chriſt to walk before the Lord, in the church, 
in your families, and in the world as thoſe that 
have obtained mercy to be faithful**,” as thoſe 
who are indeed the called of God, called out of 
<« darkneſs intò is marvellous light. There will 
be no real benefit by the goſpel, no real commu- 
nion with God, or conſolations of his ſpirit, no 
advances in your ſpiritual ſtature, no increaſing 
evidence of your intereſt in his love, nor any ſuch 
thing as a ripening for glory, where this is not ; 
the caſe. But ſeeing that we are to receive a 
J kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have 
grace that we may ſerve God acceptably with 
&« reverence and godly fear, for our God is a con- 
« ſuming firef.” To all which I add my moſt 
fervent prayer, as the concluſion of this © labour 
« of loveſ, in the apoſtle's words alſoC, ** Now 
+ Chap. xii. 15, Gen. xvii. 1. 1 Cor. vii. 25. 
F 1 Pet. ii. 9. 1 Heb, xii, 28, - || Heb. vi. 10. 
J Chap. xiii. 20. 9 
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